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By Dave Rosenbaum = 


‘Te ALL STARTED so innocently. WCW put Nitro on opposite the WWF's Raw. 
Now, nearly two years later, the war that fascinated us all threatens to devour the 
sport we all love. It’s no longer just about winning the Monday night ratings 
battles. It seems like every move each federation makes is 
meant to hurt the other ... humiliate the other ... crush the other. 

14 When will the madness end? We can only hope it’s soon, 
| | because if it doesn’t, WCW or the WWF could cease to exist. 


$2.95 U.S. $3.95 CANADA £2.25 U.K. 


And if that happened, wrestling in North America could be in 
very serious trouble. 
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sot THE OFFICIAL 
BOREROTLINE: »/ 


\. ae 
Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if 
you have not called RECEIVE 


A FREE ECW 
The ONLY hotline for HARDCORE fans! MERCHANDISE 


CALL TODAY “~~ 


¢ ECW Match Results 
¢ The Hottest ECW News 
¢ PLUS ... Test your ECW IQ with the ECW Trivia Test 


IF YOU DIDN’T HEAR IT ON THE ECW HOTLINE, IT’S NOT TRUE! 
This service is available for both touch-tone and rotary- -dialed hones 
Cost per minute in the U.S. $1.99, cost per minute in Canada $2.49, 
cost per minute in U.K. £1 -00 
Kids under 18 need parental permission before calling 
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NEXT ISSUE ON SALE SEPTEMBER 9, 1997 


THE DEBRA-JARRETT RELATIONSHIP: 
ALL OF YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


Why does it seem like they're always together ... even when “Mongo” isn't around? 
We know they're good friends, but we tried to find out how good 


PRESS CONFERENCE: “PSYCHO” SID VICIOUS 
He disappeared shortly after losing to The Undertaker at WrestleMania XIII, then came 
back and lost to The Undertaker again. He talks about where his career is headed 
LEX-CLUDED! 
WILL THE GIANT-PAGE TEAM BE PERMANENT? 
While Luger was hurt, The Giant found that he could learn a lot from DDP. 
Now Lex is back at the big man’s side, but for how long? 
THE WWF-WCW DEATH MATCH: 
PWI’S PLAN TO PREVENT ARMAGEDDON! 


We used to think this promotional war was great for wrestling, but now we feel it’s 
hurting the fans, who are often having to choose between the two. It’s time for it to stop 


OWEN HART: HE’S EARNED THE RIGHT TO BE SELFISH! 
For three years, he was criticized for tearing his family apart. Now he couldn't be more 
loyal to his brother Bret and The Hart Foundation. Is he forgetting about his own career? 


PARTMENTS 


BETWEEN FALLS 
Internal Wars; 30-Day Itch; Austin Strikes Back 


RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 


We have plenty of wrestling news and gossip here 


FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 


What it takes for a wrestler to get cheered these days 


IN FOCUS by Dave Lenker 


Eric Bischoff hedges ... and “The Animal” returns 


OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 


Our managing editor answers some of her mail 


PWI CLOSE-UP: ROB VAN DAM 


A complete career bio on “Mr. Monday Night” 


WWF VS. WCW 


An update on wrestling’s hottest feud 


THE STEEL CAGE by Dave Rosenbaum 


Proof that Mr. Rosenbaum isn't necessarily anti- WWF 


WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
Frustrating days for Rey Misterio Jr. 


ARENA REPORTS 


Key match results from all over the world 


PWI DREAM TAG TEAM TOURNAMENT 


It’s up to you to decide who wins 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The mat sport's most respected rankings 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Why we're replacing the Most Popular and Most Hated rankings 


WRESTLING ENQUIRER 


Late-breaking news from the mat sport 


HOT SHOT 


Reckless Youth shows us how he got his name 


INTERNAL WARS 
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Has the New World Order reached its 
peak? Hos it begun a downward spiral 
toward ruination? There is ¢ lot of 
speculation about what is really going 
on with the group, as we suggested with 
the cover of our September 1997 issue. 
Many readers believe the NWO's time 
ais a cohesive unit is almost up. Bul 
some feel that the NWO still has more 
fricks to treat us with. 

“The NWO has become too powerful 
for its own good,” wrote Claire Dawson 
of Memphis, Tennessee. “They have too 
much tolent ond foo many egos fo 
survive as one group. It won't be long 
before they all turn against each other.” 

“They're just getting restless,” said 
“PWIHolline” caller Greg Smith of 
Dover, Delaware. “There are no 
challenges left in WCW, so they are 
iurning against each other out of 
boredom. They're like bully kids with no 
one fo play with.” 

“Hulk Hogan is the cause of all the 
NWO's problems,” wrote Ann Reich of 
Burlington, North Carolina. “He has 
always been too self-centered for any of 
his partnerships to last. The others need 
to dump Hogan before he ruins 
everything they have worked for.” 
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30-DAY ITCH 


I have never liked Hulk Hogan, so the fact 
that he turned his back on his legions of fans 
last year doesn’t bother me. However, the fact 
that he rarely defends the WCW World title 
does. 

Anyone who has followed wrestling over 
the past decade or so knows how the game is 
played. One of the rules are that if you hold a 
major title, you defend it. And if you defend 
it, at least you can earn the respect of the 
fans for being a fighting champion. 

If Hogan feels the need to run from peo- 


ple or have his goon squad do his dirty 
work for him, fine. More power to him. But 
he should at least wrestle. I don’t know if 
Hogan is afraid to wrestle anyone or if his 
cohorts are afraid that he can’t get the job 
done by himself. Regardless of what Hogan 
and the NWO say, the title that he holds is 
still the WCW World championship belt, 
and it falls under WCW jurisdiction. Maybe 
it is time WCW stripped Hogan of the title. 
Let them have an NWO belt and do what 
they want with it. 

Hogan isn’t as good or tough as he 
wants everyone to think. As far as 
I’m concemed, he’s no better than a 
pile of fertilizer that my farmer neigh- 
bor spreads every spring to help his 
crops grow. In fact, he isn’t that good, 
because he doesn’t have any sort of 
productive use. 

In any promotion today, it’s dis- 
graceful if the champion doesn’t 
defend the title at least once every 30 
days. 

WARD WILSON 
Cool Ridge, WV 


AUSTIN STRIKES BACK 


I always knew Brian Pillman 
wasn’t bright, but what he wrote 
about me proves how stupid he really 
is (“The Fans Are Turning Austin 
Into A Wimp!” September 1997.) I 
think that car accident he had really 
scrambled his brain. Just ’cause he 
teamed with me to win a tag team 
title a few years ago, he thinks he 
knows all there is to know about me. 
Well, Pillman, you’re dead wrong. I 
At press time, Hulk Hogan had not 
defended his WCW World title since 
February, when he beat Roddy Piper. 
Reader Ward Wilson suggests that 


WCW strip him of the title and allow 
the NWO to create its own title. 


Steve Austin (shown during an inter- 
view with Vince McMahon) is one of 
the most outspoken wrestlers in the 
world. “Stone-Cold” didn’t appreciate 
some of the things Brian Pillman 
wrote about him in PW/. 


could care less what these morons in the 
crowd think of me. I never asked for these 
fans to start cheering for me. In fact, they 
tick me off with all the chanting and requests 
for autographs. I just ignore them. But I’m 
not gonna ignore you. 

Pillman, don’t start your crap with me. I 
don’t care how many Harts you have watch- 
ing your back. It still won’t be enough to 
save your sorry carcass from the beating I’m 
gonna give you. And that’s the bottom line. 

STEVE AUSTIN 
Dallas, TX 


YEARS AGO 
IN PWi 


The cover of the November 1987 asks the following question: 
“When The Going Gets Tough ... Will Nikita Koloff Turn Bad 
Again?” After befriending Magnum T.A. following Magnum’s 
tragic car accident, Koloff became one of wrestling’s top fan 
favorites, but he was also making a lot of new enemies with 


partner Dusty Rhodes. 


DREAM MAKER 

Terry Funk definitely deserves to have the 
ECW heavyweight title, but I think it’s time 
for him to give Tommy Dreamer a title shot. 
Dreamer has always wanted the title and 
would have loved to have taken the belt from 
his longtime rival Raven, but he graciously 
stepped aside so his idol, Terry Funk, could 
get a shot. 

Now Funk has a chance to make 
Dreamer’s dream come true by giving him a 
title shot. I bet Dreamer would jump at the 

(Continued on page 54) 


(on a 73 
Elsewhere in the magazine: The wild and unpredictable George 3 
“The Animal” Steele was featured in the centerfold ... Jimmy Hart was gaining a reputation 
a manager of champions, Hart managed both WWF Intercontinental champion The Honky Tonk 
Man and World tag team champions The Hart Foundation. Was the World title next? ... The 
Road Warriors were declared too tough for the Japanese wrestling scene and almost faced a 
lifetime ban ... Barry Windham talked candidly about his newly won Western States title and 


his family in “Press Conference.” 
Magazine availability: Limited. 
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E FRET ABOUT SHAWN 
Wier BRET: The feud 

between Shawn Michaels 
and Bret Hart, which we thought 
couldn’t get any uglier, has gotten 
uglier. Much uglier. In June, the two 
men were involved in a dressing 
room brawl at the Hartford Civic 
Center on June 9 that left Michaels’ 
future with the federation in doubt. 


The incident in question took 
place after the two men exchanged 
some angry words, and it turned 
into what broadcaster Jim Ross 
called “an authentic old-time fist- 
fight.” Each blamed the other for 
starting the fight, which was broken 
up by Jerry Brisco and several 
other WWF officials. Moments 
afterward, Shawn stormed out of 


a | 


the arena. Bret left just a few min- 
utes later. 

A memo distributed to Titan- 
Sports personnel stated the follow- 
ing: “Last night in Hartford, Shawn 
Michaels breached his contract by 
refusing to perform. We are hopeful 
that Shawn will reconsider his posi- 
tion and return to work. Shawn has 
four years to go on a five-year con- 
tract, which remains in effect. The 
door is open for Shawn to return 
under the terms and conditions of 
his contract.” 

| contacted Bret at his home in 
Calgary a few days later and had 
hoped to do the same with Shawn. 
Bret was willing to discuss the inci- 
dent, but Shawn’s telephone line 
had been disconnected. 

“Shawn Michaels crossed over a 
line with some of the personal com- 
ments he made that extended to 
my family. He turned this into a 


The conflict between Shawn Michaels (above left) and Bret Hart 
(above right) moved out of the ring in June, when the two rivals 
got into a fight in a dressing room. Michaels’ future with the fed- 
eration was in doubt at press time. 
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Jerry Lawler had one of the most 
enjoyable nights of his career when he 
showed up unexpectedly at the ECW 
Arena and helped Sabu and Rob Van 
Dam brutally attack Tommy Dreamer. 


very personal issue,” Bret told me. 
Though Bret didn’t want to talk 
specifically about Michaels’ com- 
ments, it is widely believed that Bret 
became furious when, during a 
televised interview, Shawn sug- 
gested that Bret, a married man, 
and Sunny were.an item. Michaels 
did remark that Bret has had some 
“Sunny days.” You can imagine 
how that went over at Bret’s home. 

“| never said anything malicious 
to damage Shawn Michaels per- 
sonally,” Bret said. “I never crossed 
that line.” 

Regarding the incident in the 
dressing room, Bret said that it 
“wasn’t much of a scuffle, but | cer- 
tainly got my point across. Behavior 
such as his should not be tolerated. 
It’s very unprofessional. You don’t 
drag people’s families into wrestling 
situations.” 

LAWLER WINS BIG AT 
BINGO: After teasing for months 
that he’d show up at an ECW card 
at the promotion’s home base in 
Philadelphia (ECW Arena, which he 
refers to as a converted bingo hall), 
Jerry Lawler made a surprise 
appearance on June 7. 

“You had to see the looks on the 
faces of all those idiot ECW fans,” 


Lawler said. “I almost had the best 
night of my life, because | thought 
every one of them was going to 
drop dead from a heart attack when 
they saw me.” 

Lawler showed up right after 
Tommy Dreamer had beaten 
Raven in a loser-leaves-ECW 
match. As Dreamer was about to 
leave the ring, the arena lights went 


out. Seconds later, the lights came 
back on and Rob Van Dam and 
manager Bill Alfonso were in the 
ring. 

Van Dam beat up Dreamer as 
Alfonso ran around the ring blowing 
his whistle in support of him. When 
Dreamer started to mount a come- 
back, the lights went out again, and 
when the arena lit up, Sabu had 


While Jerry Lawler belittled the ECW fans, Rob Van Dam annihilated ECW loyalists 
like New Jack as they came out to defend their promotion. It wasn't until Taz came 
to ringside that Van Dam and Lawler retreated. 
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Hulk Hogan still has the WCW World title (left), 2 
despite the fact that he lost by submission to 

Lex Luger (right) in June. Luger didn’t know 

until afterward that it was not a title match. 


joined Van Dam. The next time the 
lights went out and then came back 
on again, it was Lawler stomping 
on the bloody Dreamer. 

The dressing rooms emptied out 
shortly afterward. The Sandman, 
Axl Rotten, and The Gangstas 
could do nothing to stop Lawler, 
who by that time had gotten into a 
fight with Paul E. Dangerously. Fi- 
nally, Taz entered the ring and 
forced Van Dam and Lawler to 
retreat as his scheduled match with 
Sabu got underway. 

Bloody and furious, Dreamer ac- 
cepted Lawler’s challenge to meet 
him in Lawler’s hometown of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. 

“All the ECW fans better come 
down with their blood donor cards,” 
Lawler said, “because Dreamer’s 
gonna need a few hundred transfu- 
sions when the hardcore USWA 
king is done with him!” 
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LUGER’S LAMENT: June 9 
should have been one of the best 
days of Lex Luger’s wrestling 
career. It was on that night that he 
beat WCW World champion Hulk 
Hogan with his “torture rack” on 
Monday Nitro. Unfortunately for 
Luger, Hogan’s World title was not 
on the line, though he didn’t know 
that until afterward. 

“| told Lex Luger he had a match 
against Hulk Hogan, and he must 
have assumed it was for the cham- 
pionship,” J.J. Dillon, chairman of 
the WCW Executive Committee 
explained. “The proper paperwork 
needed to secure the title match 
was not signed by Hogan before 
we went on live TV. Actually, an 
official match never really hap- 
pened. Hogan came to the ring just 
to announce that he would not be 
defending the championship. Lex 
Luger entered the ring at this point 


and physically confronted Hogan. 
The match was actually supposed 
to take place later in the evening. 

“Referee Randy Anderson hap- 
pened to be in the ring and as- 
sumed he was to take control of 
the situation, but this was more of 
an impromptu match than an offi- 
cial one. Had this indeed been a 
title match, Lex Luger would proba- 
bly not have won due to the fact 
that just before he put Hogan in the 
‘torture rack,’ Syxx, Kevin Nash, 
and Scott Hall entered the ring. 
That is grounds for immediate dis- 
qualification, and the title could not 
have changed hands that way. 
However, Lex Luger should realize 
he got a moral victory in front of a 
television audience of millions of 
people. This is the first time any- 
one has gotten a submission win 
over Hogan since Antonio Inoki 
did it in 1981.” 


SHORT SLAMS: Two of the 
hottest wrestlers on the indepen- 
dent scene have been injured: 
Lance Diamond was to be side- 
lined for approximately three 
months after undergoing surgery 
on his right shoulder in June. Also, 
The Inferno Kid tore the anterior 
cruciate ligament in his left knee 
during a match against Dave 
Patera. That injury is expected to 
keep him out of the ring for six 
months to one year ... Legendary 
former WWF champ Bruno Sam- 
martino had to take it easy for a 
while after suffering bruises to his 
neck, left shoulder, and back in an 
automobile accident near his home 
in Pittsburgh. 

Quinn Nash has won the Mid- 
Eastern Wrestling Federation Mid- 
Atlantic title from Jimmy Cicero ... 
Terik the Great captured the IWA 
lightweight title from The American 
Kickboxer on June 5. Both men 
have now won that belt seven 
times. 

Jason Jarrett, the 19-year-old 
son of Jerry Jarrett and brother of 
Jeff, was hoping to make his pro 
debut late in 1997, but after getting 
into an altercation with Doug 
Gilbert, he decided he couldn’t 
wait that long. 

Jason was spotted in the crowd 
by broadcaster Bert Prentice dur- 
ing a North American All-Star 
Wrestling card recently and was 
asked to do an interview. He 
agreed, but before he got a chance 
to say much, Gilbert came out and 
told Prentice that he was wasting 
valuable interview time. 

“The guy was born with a silver 
spoon in his mouth,” Gilbert said, 
“so of course he'll be successful.” 

Jason went over to the broad- 
caster’s table, grabbed a plastic 
spoon out of a coffee cup, handed 
it to Gilbert, and said, “Here, maybe 
this will make you successful.” 
Gilbert slugged Jason, nearly 
knocking him unconscious. Soon 
after that, promoters were able to 
sign a match between the two men. 

That's all for now. |’ll see you at 
ringside! oO 


Jason Jarrett, son of Jerry and brother of Jeff, was willing to wait until late in 1997 
to make his pro debut, but after getting attacked by Doug Gilbert at an NAASW card, 
he decided to get into the ring a little sooner. 


OF COURSE WHEN 1 CALLED 

IT EXTREMELY CRAPPY 

WRESTLING, | WASN'T REFERRING 
TO You TWO FINE YOUNG 
ATHLETES «.. 


—" BOND IS FORGED 
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BACK ISSUES OF PRO 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out on the 
excellence that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant 
FULL-COLOR poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 
1990 issue, PW/is packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


February 1984: Greg “The Hammer" Valentine: 
Wrestling's Savage Genius. Centerfold: Jim Garvin & 
Sunshine. Plus: Super Destroyer, Harley Race, Abdullah the 
Butcher, JYD-Sawyer, Gary Hart. 
July 1984: Jimmy Valiant’s Message To The Fans: “It's 
Time For You To Boogle Woogie!" Centerfold: Paul Ellering. 
Plus: Fabulous Ones-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Junkyard Dog, Sheik Al- 
Kaissie, Barry Windham. 
November 1984: Sgt. Slaughter: “! Pledge Allegiance To 
The Fans!” Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Superstar Graham, 
Road Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & Rotundo-Mosca 
& Slater. 
December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From 
Barry Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick 
Martel, Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 
January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr, Michael Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerfold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Eliering. 
April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “I Want Piper!" —Even ff it Kilts 
The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Flair- 
Rhodes, Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Warriors, 

1985: Magnum T.A.; He’s Got Millions Of 
Fans, But He's The Loneliest Man In Wrestling. Centerfold: 
Junkyard Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich-Adams, Hacksaw 


Duggan. 
October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It 
Big In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road 
Warors, Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 
June 1987: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers.” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Martel 
& Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 
October 1987: Dump The Horsemen. Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. 
Plus: Hogan-Steamboat, Steve Williams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will 
Nikita Koloff Tum Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. 
Plus: Road Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry 
Windham. 
June 1988: is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
Tully Blanchard. Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al 
Perez, Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 
August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch (s Passed. 
Centerfold: Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno 
Sammartino, Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert. 
November 1988: He's Back! But Is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk’s Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 
Hyatt, Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax 
& Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure. 
December 1989: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jerry Lawler, Precious, Bam Bam 


Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, Intercontinental tag title. 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage— V Preview. 
Centerfold; Rick Steamboat. Pius: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Warriors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n’ Rolls-British Bulidogs. 
July 1989; Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | 
Beat Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul €. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 

August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! 
Ultimate Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: 
Lex Luger. Plus: Steamboat-Fiair, Dusty Rhodes. 
September 1989 (Special Issue): Senational 10th 
Anniversary Issue. 12 Who Made A Difference, 10 Years 
Ago, Book Of Lists, Superstats, roundtable press conference. 
October 1989: Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More 
Awesome—Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting, Jimmy Snuka, Lawer-Perez, Dallas Page. 
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November 1989; Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate Warrior, 
Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner. 

December 1989: The Young & Restless: The NWA’s 
Future Is In Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus: 
Brutus Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, 
British Bruisers. 

January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious, Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The 
“Total Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: 
Bret Hart. Pius: Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni 
Adams. 

March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 In Review, Achievement "89 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990, 

April 1990: PW Wrestler Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Fiair’s Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes, Plus: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jerry Lawler. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestieMania Vi. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper-Rude, 
Eric Embry, Rock 'n' Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 

June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI 
Won't Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita Koloff, 
Comette-Rock 'n' Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson-Sawyer, 
boxers vs. wrestlers. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People’s Choice. Centerfold: Rick 
Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 


September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 
October 1990: Sting's Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Plus: 
Orndorif-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warriors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “If This 
Is A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centerfold: Road Warriors. 
Plus: Rude-Warior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and 
power. 

December 1990: New Blood—And Bad Blood—in The 
WWF. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Four Horsemen, Kerry Von 
Erich, Doom, Eddie Gilbert, Sgt. Slaughter. 

February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold; 1991 
calendar, Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott Steiner, 
Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement '90 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: 
Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler- 
Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 247 
Centerfold: Am Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou 
Thesz, Rick Steamboat. 

June 1991; Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, 
Steiners, Simmons-Reed, 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The 
WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Pillman. 
Plus; Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991; Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan-Siaughter, 
Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 
November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! 
Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, 
Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

December 1991: P1500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: 
Ron Simmons, Johnny B. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like 
An Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, 
Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue): 1991—The Year in Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement '91 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; 
Forecast For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Fiair. 
Plus: Eaton & Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF 
madness. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vill Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy 
Savage, intimidation, 

June 1992: Exclusive PW! Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Pius: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Ultimate Warrior, Randy 
Savage, Sting, Terry Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Bary 
Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels, 
October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate 
Warrior vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At 
SummerSlam! Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve 


Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF title controversy, fire match, Eric 
Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The 
Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Honky Tonk Man, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 

December 1992: PW/I 500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Pius: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 


March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement '92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993. 

April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About Wrestling’s Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior. 

August 1993 (Special Issue): Supercards '93. Centerfold: 
Shawn Michaels. Plus: WCW in Manhattan, WrestleMania IX, 
Van Hammer, Missy Hyatt, Tony Anthony, Luger & Hughes, 
1993 PWI Poll. 

June 1994 (Special issue): Sting vs. Hogan: Yes! And We 
Have The Photos! Centerfold: Alundra Blayze. Plus: 1994 
PWI Poll, Undertaker, Nick Bockwinkel, light heavyweights, 
Dustin Rhodes, mega-groups 

Winter 1994: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Centerfold: 
Terry Funk. Pius: Vince McMahon, Sid Vicious, AAA, Ric Flair. 
April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Comette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, 
Chris Candido. 

June 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 PW! Poll. Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Pius: Steiners, Sting, Cactus Jack, Jim 
Comette, Bret Hart, Royal Rumble. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan: “I Can't Take It Anymore!” 
Centerfold: Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA 
blood, Yokozuna, Savage & Sherri, revitalize the WWF. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: The Kid. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, 
Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 
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May 1996; Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too 
Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer- 
Raven, Dan Sevem, Ric Flair, Giant. 

June 1996 (Special Issue): The 1996 PW/I Poll. Centerfold: 
Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Yokozuna, Sunny, Hulk Hogan, Sting & 
Luger, Bret Hart, WWF-WCW. 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? 
Centertold; Lex Luger, Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric 
Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania XI. Centerfold: 
Sunny. Pius: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy Hart, Sting- 
Flair, Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 

September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 


Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Pius: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: 
Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All 
Wars. Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, 
Bret Hart, World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 

December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus; Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
Sting, Ahmed Johnson, Col, Parker. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue); PW/ 500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 

January 1997: The NWO's Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: Marc Mero, Lord Steven 
Regal, Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My 
Life.” Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: Kroffat & Fumas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel. 

March 1997 (Special Issue): 1996—The Year In Wrestling. 
1996 In Review, Achievement '96 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1997. 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff 
Jarrett, Unofficial/Officials, Chris Jericho. 

May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman. 
Plus: Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PWI Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson. Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Pipar- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 

August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards '97: WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania XIII, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs. Lex Luger. 
Plus: Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 

September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: 
Piper & Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 
October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant. Pius: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin 
Nash, Big Van Vader, ECW. 
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FROU THE DESK OF... 


Stuart M. Saks 


asked me to describe profes- 

sional wrestling in one sen- 
tence, somewhere within the my 
answer would ‘be the words “good 
vs. evil.” Aside from the obvious 
physical elements of the sport, 
there was a very clear-cut morality 
play in every match. One wrestler 
was a good guy, one wrestler was 
a bad guy. 

It was all so sim- 
ple then. The good 
guy adhered to the 
rulebook; the bad 
guy did not. The fans 
cheered the good 
guy; they booed the 
bad guy. 

While growing) up, 
Rocky Maivia was 
very familiar with the 
concept. His father, 
Rocky Johnson, was 
a good guy, one of 
those rare wrestlers 
who, throughout his 
career, resisted the 
urge to take illegal 
shortcuts to success. 
“He would always tell 
me,” Maivia recalled, 
“that the measure of 
a man is not where 
he arrives, but the 
trail he paves in his 
travels.” 

It wasn’t Rocky 
Johnson who first 
made that statement. 
It was Rocky John- 
son’s father-in-law, 
Peter Maivia, “Prob- 
lem was,” Rocky Mai- 
via said, “my granddad ulti- 
mately didn’t practice what he 
preached.” 


F, 20 YEARS ago, somebody 
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Peter Maivia’s late-career turn 
from good to bad was one of the 
most shocking in the sport’s histo- 
ry—especially to a six-year-old 
who loved his grandfather and 
couldn’t understand why the world 
no longer shared that sentiment. 

“| never stopped loving him,” 
Rocky said, “but | knew that what 
he was doing upset my dad and | 
would never do anything to upset 
my dad.” 

So before embarking on his pro 
career, the third-generation 
wrestler vowed never to stray from 
the ideals to which Peter Maivia 
first adhered, Rocky Maivia is a 
good guy ... for life. 
And that’s good } 
news, right? 

“| guess you 
could say that,” 
Maivia said in a 
soft, rather uncon- 
vincing voice. 

It’s five minutes 
until match time and 
Rocky Maivia is 
shadowboxing in 
his dressing room. 
He likes to work up 
a sweat before he 
hits the ring. That 
way he makes sure } 
that he’s prepared 
to get right into the 
action. One thing 
he’s not prepared 
for (although it’s 
happened so often, 
maybe he should 
be) is the way the 
crowd reacts to him 
as he makes his 
way from the dress- 
ing room area to the 
ring. They're booing 


me. | can’t understand this. 
Why are they doing this to me? 
Rocky’s thoughts are interrupted 
by the noise level that greets the 
appearance of his opponent, 
Mankind. The fans are ecstatic. 

It doesn’t make sense to Rocky 
Maivia. It doesn’t make sense to 
me. But welcome to the bizarro 
world of professional wrestling, 
1997, where being good is tanta- 
mount to being soft and being bad 
is cool. Twenty years ago, Rocky 
Maivia, a clean-cut, respectful, 
humble, rule-abiding, dedicated 
athlete, would have been in our 
Most Popular ratings. Which is 


Rocky Maivia sometimes seems to have a very confused 
look on his face when he’s in the ring. That’s because he 
can't figure out what he has done to warrant so many 
boos from fans. 


Peter Maivia, Rocky Maivia's grandfather, was a fan favorite until late in his career, 
when he began targeting good guys such as Bob Backlund. Perhaps young Rocky 
will have to turn bad to be accepted by today’s fans. 


precisely the point of this column. 

Beginning this issue, you won't 
find a Most Popular category on 
the ratings pages. Nor is there a 
Most Hated category. Those list- 
ings, which have appeared in this 
family of magazines for a genera- 
tion, have simply become irrele- 
vant. 

Put yourself in the position of 
our ratings committee, which had 
to compile those lists about once a 


week for our various publications. 
In their heart of hearts, they knew 
that a wrestler who heinously 
broke the rules, like Steve Austin, 
belonged on the Most Hated: list, 
but how could they ignore the fact 
that he has become one of the 
most popular men in the sport? 
Where does he belong? Most 
hated? Most popular? Perhaps 
both? 

And what of the aforementioned 


Rocky Maivia? He should be popu- 
lar; he’s not. Put him in the Most 
Hated ratings? It hurts to think 
about it. 

The fact is, professional 
wrestling has changed—and until 
now, we had not. I’m uncomfort- 
able with this, quite honestly. To 
me, one of the redeeming values 
of the ultraviolent nature of this 
sport was the possibility that eight 
times a night, good had the oppor- 
tunity to triumph over evil. Now 
everyone’s evil—or they're consid- 
ered a Sap. 

The scariest part of all this is 
that wrestling is merely a reflection 
of our society. We live in a world 
where the message of Gangsta 
Rappers is more widely heard than 
the message of The Bible, where 
O.J. Simpson is cheered on his 
low-speed effort to evade 
police, where Howard 
Stern is the most popu- 
lar radio personality in 
the world. | don’t 
mean to come off as 
holier than thou, but if 
you step back and 
take a good look at 
What is going on this 
country, it's downright 
frightening. And as the 
stakes of our depravity 
are raised, we spiral 
further and further in 
the wrong direction. 

My former colleague 
Dan Shocket, rest his 
soul, would be lost in 
1997. As the original rule- 
breaker advocate, he chose 
the path less traveled. Today, 
he’d.be so crowded out, he’d 
probably say the heck with it all 
and be the lone supporter o 
Rocky Maivia. oO 
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Bis hoff + a days. For instance: Has he ever 
View t the NWO could completely annihi- 
5, Wee. 4 What colorful adjectives or 
to describe Vince McMahon if he 


: = one of them). But most impor- 
its the pillow at night, in the few 
im to drift off into dreamland, 
a the NWO? 
solutely 


At Spring Stampede, Bischoff got 
at with Randy Savage just when 
was going to physically attack 


By Dave Lenker 


Nitro he restrained Savage after 
punched J.J. Dillon, the chairman 
je WCW Executive Committee. 
iSchoff didn't come sauntering out of the 
dressing room area wearing that huge, 
annoying grin of his that night. He ran 
down the aisle with a look of fear on his 
face. Just minutes after the Dillon incident, 
he met privately with Savage and told him 
he hates Dillon as much as Savage does, 
but that he just can’t do certain things (e.g. 
beat up Dillon). This was certainly a differ- 
ent Bischoff than the one who smiled and 
repeatedly told Dillon, “Bite me!” on April 
21, the night WCW announced that Dillon 
would be assuming many of Bischoff’s old 
WCW duties. 

It's hard for me to believe that this is 
merely a problem between Bischoff and 
Savage or that Bischoff is only interested 
in avoiding legal problems with Dillon and 
WCW. This is a man full of doubts. He’s 
wondering if throwing away a great job 
with WCW for a chance to help build the 
NWO was such a good idea after all. 

He sees Savage spinning out of con- 
trol, hears some of the bickering between 
other NWO members that /s still going on, 
wonders how committed Hulk Hogan, 
who rarely appears in WCW at all any- 
more (and has just about forgotten about 
defending the World title) is to the organi- 
zation, and thinks, Maybe this isn’t going 
to work out in the long run. Maybe a year 
or two from now, the NWO won't even 
exist. What will | do then? 

I'd love to sympathize with the guy, but 
| just don’t have it in me. He knew exactly 
what he was getting into when he joined 


Eric Bischoff usually has the look of someone who is happy, cocky, and in con- 
trol when he comes down the aisle at WCW Monday Nitro. But is he now won- ° 
dering whether joining was a mistake on his part? the NWO. Even though he always said 
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that by strengthening the NWO, he was also helping 
WCW get more publicity and better TV ratings, he had 
to know all along that he was betraying the organiza- 
tion that he helped make strong—the organization that 
made him a rather wealthy man. 

Okay, maybe Bischoff doesn’t think about the pos- 
sibility of the NWO dying someday, but it will, and 
when it does, he'll be looking for a job—another job 
that gives him a lot of power. And if | were Ted Turner, 
| wouldn’t even consider it. 

| really would like to think that Bischoff is develop- 
ing a conscience, but I'd feel a lot better if he had one 
this time last year. 


TERRY FUNK, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE? 


| got to talking to Terry Funk after an ECW card 
early this summer, and after we had discussed what 
more he wanted to accomplish as ECW heavyweight 
champ and all the other standard stuff, | asked him if 
he thought any wrestlers could be considered role 
models (it’s a question | like to ask most wrestlers). 

“| don’t think anybody should want to be like Terry 
Funk,” he said. “I know I’m a little crazy. Always have 
been. I’m probably out of my mind to still be wrestling 
at 53 years old, but | 
still love it, so | keep 
doin’ it. | hope no- 
body’s trying to copy 
me, because they’d 
be a damn fool if 
they did some of the 
stuff | did.” 

I’m wondering if 
George Steele has 
been watching Terry 
Funk’s career closely 
the last few months. 
- Sees him beating up 
men half his age, 
defending one of the 
more prestigious 
titles in the world, 
getting piledriven 
through tables in 
Japan, doing moon- 
saults into the crowd 
and loving it, and 
thinks, /'m only a few 
years older than him. 
! could still do this if | 
wanted to. 

Ladies and gentle- 
men, brace your- 
selves, because “The 
Animal” is making a 
comeback. 


At press time, he was scheduled to wrestle on 
some independent cards in the Northeast during the 
summer. Steele had been working as a talent scout 
for the WWF in recent years, and | guess he conclud- 
ed that he still has more talent than most of the men 
he’s scouting. (Men with green tongues don't belong 
in administrative jobs anyway, right?) 

Maybe he got the itch to return back in the spring of 
1996, when he agreed to be handcuffed to Jim 
Cornette at ringside while Davey Boy Smith and Owen 
Hart, two of Cornette’s charges at the time, wrestled 
Yokozuna and Jake “The Snake” Roberts in Madison 
Square Garden, and is just getting around to scratch- 
ing it now. 

With that green tongue wagging, Steele did a good 
job keeping Cornette in line and thrilled the crowd by 
biting open one of the turnbuckles after the match. 

Sound like a ridiculous idea, this comeback? 
Probably is, but maybe he'll surprise us all and have 
some success. Hey, Bill Dundee is still doing okay in 
the USWA, and he’s almost 54. And Abdullah the 
Butcher remains a huge star in Japan and he’s 60! 
Abby, by the way, made his pro debut in 1958, 11 years 
before | was born. Go for it, George! I'll be watching. 

But do think twice before trying a moonsault. ‘= 


Look out, George “The Animal” Steele is making a comeback. For the last few years, he had been 
working as a WWF talent scout, but maybe he decided that if Terry Funk could still excel in the ring, 
then so could he. 
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(Editor’s note; The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi Man- 
kiewicz herself. They do not neces- 
sarily reflect the editorial views of 
this magazine.) 


OTE TO WHOMEVER is 
Niven something nasty 

into Gorilla Monsoon’s 
morning coffee: Knock it off. I’ve 
never thought much of the “fan- 
friendly” WWF president, but some 
of his rulings as of late have left me 
wondering just what does go on 
inside that big head of his. 

He is rewriting the book on how 
to become the number-one con- 
tender to a WWF title. The inactive 
Faarooq beats the struggling 
Ahmed Johnson and—bang!—he 
gets a World title shot. Sid returns 
from a lengthy sojourn (been there, 
done that many times) and— 
bang!—he gets a match with the 
World champion within minutes, 

Now this executive virus has 
infected the tag team scene. Steve 
Austin and Shawn Michaels prove 
their muster as a team (at least in 
the fertile imagination of the 
Gorilla) and—bang!—a title shot is 
theirs. But now Monsoon has a 
nightmare on his hands. Tag team 
champs that hate each other and 
wish to be on opposite sides of the 
ring. Nice job, monkey man! 

But in my queenly realm, I am 
your champion—and there are no 
contenders, 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Brandi’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
TopRopePWi@aol.com 


Dear Brandi: 

I would like to say, “Good for you, 
Bret.” I have been a fan of Bret Hart 
since he was in Stampede Wrestling. 
Back then, I knew he would make a 


name for himself. In short, I would like 
to say, “Long live The Hart Foun- 
dation.” You still have your fans up in 
Canada. 
LEN “HAWK” NELSON 
Calgary, Alberta 
Dear Len: 

Since you’re from the Great 
White North, I'll try to write r-e-e-e- 
e-e-e-a-] s-l-0-0-0-0-0-0-W SO you can 
keep up. I have always been forth- 
coming in my opinions about the 
“Hitman.” I hated his fan-loving 
antics and could relate to his hatred 
for Yawn Michaels, but he still 
comes up short in the rulebreaking 
department. He continues to kiss 
butt overseas whenever he gets the 
chance. He resembles a schizo- 
phrenic godfather who rules over his 
Foundation with an iron crutch both 
literally and psychologically. 


Bret Hart can look as mean as he wants 
and try to strengthen The Hart Foundation 
by adding tough guys like his brother-in- 
law Jim Neidhart, but he still has a long 


way to go before he earns my respect. 


Rulebreakers should long to hear the 
boos. Bret still has the look of a jilted 
lover who wishes he could return to 
the past. 


| won't try to convince anyone that Dean 
Malenko isn’t good enough to beat Hulk 
Hogan, but he needs to get himself a little 
more personality if he wants a shot at the 
WCW World title. 


Dear Brandi: 

Dean Malenko is, without a doubt, 
the best technical wrestler in WCW, if 
not the world. What do you think about 
Malenko taking a shot at “Hollywood” 
Hogan and his World title belt? 

JUSTIN McISAAC 
Rochester, NH 
Dear Justin: 

I think the powers-that-be in 
WCW would blanch at the thought. 
Malenko is a sound technician, but 
in this day and age, when image is 
everything, he doesn’t hold a charis- 
matic candle to a flamboyant cham- 
pion in black with a spray-on beard. 
Face it, Justin, Hogan still can put 
butts in seats, and that’s the bottom 
line in this bottom-line business. I 
think Malenko could beat the do-rag 
off “Hollywood,” but I don’t think 
WCW will ever give him the chance. 


Dear Brandi: 

Why is Rick Rude back in wrestling 
after four years of retirement because 
of a bad back? 

STEPHEN FUDGE 
Toronto, Ontario 
Dear Stephen: 

First of all, note to self: You have 

now exceeded your quota of letters 


from dumb Canucks. That wrestling 
gene that lives in athletes such as 
Rude is always there. That’s why 
most of these guys can never stay 
away from the sport. I’m not sure 
if it’s the nagging injuries, hectic 
travel schedule, or the fans that 
would be mistaken for fugitives 
from America’s Most Wanted that 
they miss most. Seriously, I’m 
glad that Rude is back and work- 
ing as a broadcaster for ECW. 
Perhaps my infatuation with 
Kevin Nash could be in for a 
“Rude Awakening.” 


Dear Brandi: 

I was wondering what your 
opinion of Raven was. Raven first 
started wrestling here in Portland. 
He is great. I don’t understand why 
he was on the Most Hated list so 
much. 

ROBERT HELGERSON 
Portland, OR 
Dear Robert: 

Hmmmmmm. Let’s see. The guy 
brainwashes his arch-rival’s ex-wife 
and young son and gets them to 
attack him. I can’t figure out why 
he doesn’t get a standing 
ovation whenever he enters 
an arena or a bingo hall, 
Raven may seem to be a 
leader to many, but to me, 
he is nothing more than a 
follower of trends. Preppie 
was in, so he became Johnny 
Polo. Grunge found fashion, 
so he morphed into the mys- 
terious ““Neyermore Man.” 
Frankly, I don’t think of 
him that much to even have 
an opinion. 


Dear Queen Brandi; 
In your August 1997 column, you 
said that you might respect Shawn 
Michaels if he would stop crying. I 
guess you have to respect him now. 
HBK is not a crybaby. For example, 
I think anybody would cry if they 
were put in the figure-four around a 
ringpost when they have an injured 
knee. Plus, if I were champion and 
had to give up the belt because of an 
injury, you might see a tear in my 
eye. 
T.J. BRADY 
Dracut, MA 
Dear T.J.: 

The crocodile tears that you see 
from the “Psychebreak Kid” are 
from pulling out big thatches of 
nose hair, I don’t have to respect 
Michaels just because he provoked 
Bret Hart into an attack. I’ve 
made it clear in this and other 
columns that I am not a “Hitman” 
fan, but the “Yawner” was asking 
for it. As far as you ever becoming 
a titleholder, hold out hope, T.J. 
Perhaps you can share a champi- 
onship crying towel with the bas- 
ket case himself. 


|, Raven started his career 
) as the relatively normal 
4 Scotty the Body in Port- 
| land (above). Then when 
he thought it would be a 
cool thing to do, he 
=) turned more violent and 
turned The Sandman’s 
family against him (left). 
I'm still not impressed. 
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VENDETTA 


LOOKING FOR A GREAT WRESTLING GAME? 
HERE’S THE ORIGINAL AND STILL THE BEST! 


Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s hottest 
card game for eleven years! It’s only the most realistic game 
federation of all time! And we've added new game editions 
that have taken the game to an even higher level! 


You play with wrestler playing cards, action charts and 
dice! You‘re the head promoter and there are over 200 awe- 
some wrestlers of the future at your fingertips! Each wres- 
tler playing card features a fantastic drawing on one side 
and offensive moves and game stats on the other side! 

Everything that happens in the WWF or WCW also 
happens in Champions of the Galaxy wrestling game! 
There's managers, valets, deadly special matches, talk 
show hosts . . . you name it! And you control all the action! 
You can even create your own wrestlers! 


If you haven't ordered yet do it NOW because we're 
hotter than ever! Accept no substitutes! 


VISIT WRESTLING’S GREATEST GAME AT: 
www.iop.com/gwf 


I Please mark the box for the order you wish to receive. 
| (.] CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY — FIRST EDITION 


play the game, such as dice, action charts, instruction 


with this edition 


0 


Over 60 wrestler playing cards plus five game books! 
Includes Bishop Hell! 


120 wrestler playing cards plus ten game books! 
Includes Chaos! 


C 


a free special matches booklet 


O 


Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes SvERiiing you'll need to 


wrestler playing cards. Games should be bought in order, beginning 
$15 


FIVE GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus the next four editions! 
TEN GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus nine more editions! Over 


ALL NINETEEN GAME EDITIONS — Over 200 wrestler playing 
cards plus nineteen game books! Includes Vendetta and Enigma! Plus 


GO FOR IT! 


THE FUTURE OF WRESTLING 
IS HERE! 


VENDETTA 
vs. 
ENIGMA 


Vendetta is a huge man and 
a power wrestler while 
Enigma is an exciting high- 
flying aerial star! Who will 
win this classic feud? You'll 
find out when you schedule 
Vendetta against Enigma 

in your fed! 


The Future of Wrestling is not going to pass me by! & 

Send the order I’ve marked to: a 

| 

Name a 

ooklet, and 24 Address a 
City/State/Zip a 

Gy. he i 

Mail this coupon with a Allow up to 4weeks 4 

, . check or money order to: for delivery. | 
Special Price — $45 Write to Filsinger a 
Filsinger Games Games for a free i 

; : P.O. Box 3493 flier containing | 
Special Price — $78 Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 more information. a 
PIRI IIA RTA IRR AAR IIIA IAI IAI A AIDA AI ASAI AIS SSSI SIAN | 

, f ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! a 
Special Price — $124 All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency. Overseas orders, add an A 
additional 15% for postage and handling. New York orders add 7% sales tax. | 


It all seems innocent 
enough—Debra 
McMichael, wife of 
Horsemen Steve 
McMichael, is always 
around to support 
another Horseman, Jeff 
Jarrett. But if it is so 
innocent, why is it that 
Steve still seems to 
resent Jeff? 
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We've seen this kind of stuff before 
in wrestling, but we've never before 
seen it with tag team partners. Jarrett 
and McMichael are a reluctant tag 
duo; McMichael was originally 
against Jarrett joining the Horsemen 
and, according to insiders, still 
wouldn’t mind seeing Jarrett’s rear 
end heading out the WCW door. But 
he can’t have it that way. The woman 
gets what the woman wants, and she 
likes having Jarrett around. 

Sometimes, Jeff and Debra are 
together when Steve isn’t. They love 
interfering in matches. At Slamboree, 
Jarrett battled Dean Malenko for the 
U.S. title. When Jarrett was tossed 
from the ring, Debra went to help, but 
Steve threw Jeff back in and told Debra 
to let him take care of himself. 
Malenko went on to win by submission. 

Back to the original question: 
What’s going on here? We needed to 
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find out, so we sat down with Debra 


and Jeff and asked them a few perti- 
nent questions. 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED: Debra, would you describe 
Steve as a jealous man? 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: Jealous? 
No, not at all, and why should he be? 
He knows that I’m his woman. Maybe 
a little overprotective, yes, but not 
jealous. 


PWI: But he doesn’t seem to like 
you being around Jeff, especially when 
he’s not around. 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: Well, I 
don’t think that has anything to do 
with Jeff. It’s just that Jeff and I are 
friends, and Steve isn’t used to that— 
men being friends with women, I 
mean. But he has nothing to be wor- 
ried about. The way I see it, Jeff and 
Steve are both members of the 
Horsemen. Sometimes Jeff needs 


PWI: That’s the point: Are you 
guys hanging around with each 
other? 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: Well, 
sometimes we go shopping. 

JEFF JARRETT: And we’ve 
had dinner a few times. 

PWI: But when you have dinner 
together, who pays and where’s 
Steve? 

(Continued on page 56) 


some help and Steve isn’t 
around. Sometimes another 
member of the Horsemen needs 
help and only me and Jeff are 
around, so we do what we can. 

PWI: But why is it always you 
and Jeff? Why not you and Chris 
Benoit, for example? 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: | 
don’t know. I guess it’s because me 
and Jeff have become friends. We 
have similar interests, right, Jeff? 

JEFF JARRETT: Listen, peo- 
ple keep asking questions about me 
and Debra, and the way I see it, it’s 
nobody’s business. Steve knows 
what’s going on. 

PWI: Okay, so what is going on? 

JEFF JARRETT: Nothing’s 
going on. I appreciated it when 
Debra tried to help me at Slamboree, 
and I don’t know why Steve got in 
her way. I know Debra says that 
Steve isn’t jealous, but that’s not the 
way I see it. The man is as jealous as 
anyone I’ve ever met, and I guess he 
has a right to be: Look at the physica] 
and mental specimen _hisuafeus 
hanging aroundewsithil 


press conference. 


oso. 


“Psycho” Sid applies a camel clutch on The Undertaker during their WrestleMania XIII match. He lost 
the WWF belt to the man from the dark side at that event and was pinned in a rematch in June. 
Surprisingly, he isn’t making many excuses. 


“PUY VANES 


F’S BACK! “PSYCHO” SID, a two-time former WWF World champion, 
H has returned to the ring ... but he did not exactly do so with a vengeance. 

Rather than benefiting from his two-plus months away from the ring, Sid 
returned and lost to The Undertaker at Raw Is War on June 2. Impressive? Not 
really. But we'll certainly be seeing a lot more from him. 

After carrying on an off-again, on-again relationship with the mat sport for 
nearly 10 years, Sid finally won his first world title when he defeated Shawn 
Michaels for the WWE belt on November 17, 1996, after hitting him with a TV 
camera. The reign didn’t last long. At the January 19 Royal Rumble, Michaels 
scored a controversial victory, also thanks in part to help from a TV camera. 

Michaels’ reign didn’t last long, either. He vacated the belt because of a knee 
injury in February and watched as Bret Hart won the vacant title in a four-way 
match. But Hart’s reign was even shorter. One day, in fact. On February 17 in 
Nashville, Tennessee, Sid pinned the “Hitman” to earn his second WWF World 
title. 

That set up a matchup of big men at WrestleMania XIll, as Sid defended the 
belt against his old rival The Undertaker. Hart turned out to be the key to this 
match: His interference led to ‘Taker pinning Sid for the title. 

Sid wrestled the next night at Raw, but that was the last we saw of him until 
June 2. A lower back injury kept him out until he demanded his rematch with 
The Undertaker. Maybe he needed more time to shake off the ring rust, because 
Undertaker beat him with a “tombstone” piledriver. But with Undertaker suffer- 
ing under the weight of his forced reunion with Paul Bearer, it might not be long 
before Sid is on top again. 

Senior Editor Bill Apter, Managing Editor Brandi Mankiewicz, and Senior 
Writer Dave Rosenbaum interviewed him prior to a recent WWF card. 
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BILL APTER: Well, Sid, you're 
back, and in your first match, you 
lost to The Undertaker. Do you 
think now that you were truly ready 
for that match? 

SID: Yeah, I was ready. Why 
shouldn’t I have been? 

APTER: Because you hadn’‘t 
wrestled at all since right after 
WrestleMania. 

SID: Doesn’t matter. | came out 
there and made the challenge. He 
could’ve turned be down if he 
wanted to, but he didn’t, and | 
respect him for that. I’m not gonna 


© G1 will prove to 
anyone who doubts 
me that | have what 
it takes to beat The 
Undertaker and 
Il have what it takes 
to regain the 
WWF title.% % 


sit here and make a lot of excuses. 
He beat me just like he did at 
WrestleMania. The only thing that 
distracted me a little was the 
Nation of Domination. | knew they 
were watching that match because 
they’re out to destroy The 
Undertaker. | had a feeling they 
might interfere, but they waited 
until after the match to get 
involved. But there will be other 
days. | guarantee it. 

BRANDI MANKIEWICZ: I’m 
kinda surprised you’re not more 
upset here, Sid. The Raw match was 
pretty fair, but | don’t know about 
the WrestleMania XIII match with 
The Undertaker. | thought Bret 
Hart's interference had a little to do 
with your loss there. 

SID: That’s not the way | saw it. 
Undertaker didn’t do anything to 
me in that match that was unfair. 


Hart came out, and | turned my 
back on my opponent. That was a 
mistake. Undertaker just took 
advantage of his opportunity, just 
like anybody else would’ve taken 
advantage of the same opportunity. 
You didn’t see me complaining or 
going to the WWF about that. | 
made a mistake, but it'll never hap- 
pen again. Next time, I’ll take care 
of Undertaker, then Ill take care of 
Bret Hart. 
ROSENBAUM: That's an interest- 
ing take on what happened, and | 
admire your honesty ... 
APTER: Dave, | don’t think he 
cares about what you admire. Do 
you have a question? 
ROSENBAUM: Yeah, if you'd let 
me finish for once, Bill. My point is 
that the old Sid would have used 
Hart's interference as an excuse and 
cried about it ... 
SID: And the old Sid never won 
two WWF titles. That’s why things 
have changed. Undertaker beat me 
once, he beat me twice, but there’ll 
be other days. He’s gonna have to 
wrestle me again. Maybe he won’t 
have the WWF title the next time | 
wrestle him. Maybe someone else 
will get to him, but | will prove to 
anyone who doubts me that | have 
what it takes to beat The Under- 
taker and | have what it takes to 
regain the WWF title. 
MANKIEWICZ: Why are you 
so sure that he’ll want to 
wrestle you again? 
SID: Because he’s a 
standup man. He an- 
swers challenges. He 
doesn’t hide or look 
for excuses. 
MANKIEWICZ: A 
lot. of people 
thought you were | 


hiding with your 
back injury. Any % 
response to that? 

SID: Why should | 
respond to that garbage? 
They don’t know how | felt. / 


Every issue, 
reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED will 
participate in an 
incisive press 
conference with a 
top wrestling star. 
The questions will 
be demanding. 
And the answers 
will reveal the 
innermost 
thoughts of the 
giants of the sport. 


Believe me, if | could have 

wrestled, | would have wres- 7 

tled, but the way | felt, there y 
(Continued on page 60) | 
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Dallas Raced and The Giant (above) made 

a pretty good temporary tag team (and 5 
became good friends) while Lex Luger 

: | 4 was out with an injury. Now Luger wants ; 
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By Steve Anderson 


IAMOND” DALLAS 

Page thought he had 

walked away from man- 
aging. Thought he would never go 
back to it, no matter what. 

“When I started my first serious 
wrestling training session, I thought 
that was it for managing,” he said 
recently. “I wanted to be in on the 
action and worry about my own career 
for once. I didn’t want to be a guiding 
light for someone else.” 

Ah, but Page might be getting just 
what he didn’t want, and he if he does 
become a manager again, he can thank 
(or blame) Lex Luger ... at least in 
part. 

This all started when Luger suf- 
fered a back injury in Japan courtesy 
of the NWO. The setback could not 
have been more ill-timed. He was win- 
ning consistently and preparing for his 
long-awaited title shot against WCW 
World champion Hulk Hogan. His 
partnership with The Giant was work- 
ing well, too. 

But when Luger went down, The 
Giant decided he couldn’t worry about 
his partner’s problems too much. He 
had, after all, signed for a series of 
matches with Scott Hall and Kevin 
Nash and a few others with Harlem 
Heat prior to Luger’s injury. He need- 
ed a substitute partner for those bouts, 
preferably someone as anti-NWO as 
he was. 

The Giant went straight to “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page, a man who had 
stood by his side in various confronta- 
tions with that renegade organization, 
and Page was happy to fill in for the 
fallen “Total Package.” Their debut as 
a team occurred against Harlem Heat. 
The two men, while very different in 
size and style, worked surprisingly 
well together and soundly defeated the 
seven-time former WCW World tag 
team champions. 

A friendship developed quickly. 
Page found that he genuinely liked 
The Giant, while The Giant discovered 
exactly why Page had been such a suc- 
cessful manager in the past. DDP casu- 
ally suggested a few subtle changes in 
his training regimen and pointed out a 
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few things he could do better in the 
ring. They teamed up on a few other 
occasions and again won. Soon The 
Giant was looking to the more experi- 
enced Page for advice regularly. Thus, 
whether he realized it or not, “Dia- 
mond” Dallas was once again in the 
role of mentor. 

“DDP has been on both sides of this 
sport,” said The Giant. “He can get it 
done in the ring, sure, but people don’t 
realize what a great mind he has. He 
can pick out little things that you’re 
doing wrong in the ring, and he’s a 
great strategist.” 

“T'll tell you, man, it’s nice to have 
someone say I’m that smart,” boasted 
Page. “Everyone talks about The 
Giant’s potential, but he has more 
potential than maybe anyone I’ve ever 
seen. It’s amazing. I’m flattered that 
he considers me a partner, friend, and 
even a mentor.” 

So as their relationship strengthens 
both in and out of the ring, a question 
remains: Where does Lex Luger fit in? 
While he can still be seen alongside 
The Giant on WCW TY and in the 


One of the matches in which Giant and Page 
teamed ended as so many matches involving The 
Giant do—with a choke-slam, this one against 
Harlem Heat’s Stevie Ray. Luger says it’s unrea- 
sonable to expect The Giant to keep teaming with 


both him and Page. 
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ring with him, he and The Giant defi- 
nitely lost a lot of the momentum they 
had built as a team. And now that his 
7°4° partner has found someone else, 
we must wonder: Was it a temporary 
fix ... Or a permanent solution? 


DDP struggles to make it to his corner 
to tag The Giant. The reason this pair- 
ing works so well is not just that both 
are great wrestlers. It’s also due to the 
fact that Page has become a mentor of 
sorts to The Giant. 


Remember, Luger 
has both a huge ego 
and a fragile psyche. 
In the past, he has 
turned against friends 
for reasons less signifi- 
cant than them decid- 
ing to try teaming with 
other wrestlers. Not all 
that long ago, Sting 
questioned Lex’s char- 
acter—and for legiti- 
Can 
Luger break his own 


mate reasons. 

trend of betraying for 
what he perceives as betrayal by some- 
one else? 

“Hey, it’s not like I was sitting in a 
hospital bed watching from afar,” said \ 
Luger. “Look what the big guy did for 
me when he stepped aside so I could 


get the World title shot. He already 
proved himself to me. I’m not about to 
turn my back on him.” 

What Luger may need to worry 
about, though, is the possibility that 
The Giant will perceive his partnership 
with Page to be more valuable than the 
one he has with the “Total Package.” 
Luger is a friend who has been through 
a lot of ring wars during his career. But 
Page, despite what he says about want- 
ing to put his managerial career behind 
him, sounds like a man who is very 
interested in working with The Giant 
more, in teaching him all he knows 
about the sport. They have had several 
meetings discussing strategy recently 
and have been seen working o 
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together. In addition, The Giant has 
always been a man who seems more 
comfortable with a manager. 

“I always wished that someone 
would have been there for me when I 
started,” said Page. “It would have 
made things easier. If I can help The 
Giant out a little, great. We'll see how 
it goes.” 

“T want The Giant to do what’s best 
for him,” said Luger. “We’ve beaten 
Hall and Nash before, so we know 
what we can do, but he has to decide 
which direction his career is going in. 
He needs to look out for himself. So 
do I. So does Dallas. But I will say 
this: I don’t think he can team with the 
both of us on a regular basis. 

“T’'d be lying if I told you I was sur- 
prised that this all happened so fast. If 
it was up to me, I’d keep teaming with 
The Giant. I think we could be a force 
around here for a long time.” 

But that’s his problem—it isn’t up 
to him. 
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TO PREVEN\ 
AGEDDON 


Fans who attended the May 12 edition 
of Raw Is War saw an exciting 


a 

on March 16 
= Giant choke-slam 
ncensored (opposite 
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(Continued from cover) 
Want to know what the best 
WWF arena card of the past six 
months was? A lot of people in 
the Northeast will tell you that 
it took place on Sunday, 
March 16 at Madison Square” 
Garden. Ahmed Johnson vs. 
Savio Vega in a battle of two 
bitter rivals. Owen Hart and 
Davey Boy Smith in a World tag 
team title defense. Big Van Vader 
vs. The Undertaker in a casket 
match, and “Psycho” Sid Vicious vs. 
Bret Hart for the World title inside a 
7 steel cage. 
Great card. The kind that, if you’re a 
wrestling fan located within two hours 
of New York City, you didn’t want to 
miss. But there was one major problem: 
If you wanted to catch the WWF card, you 
had to miss the live broadcast of WCW 

Uncensored on pay-per-view TV. (That was 
a pretty good card, too.) 

Three weeks later, the WWF did it again: A 
Raw Is War and Shotgun Saturday Night tap- 
ing was held on a Sunday night in Muncie, 
Indiana ... at the same time that WCW was 
presenting Spring Stampede on pay-per- 
view. 

Coincidence? No way! The Monday night 


Photos by Bill Apter & Frank Vitucc 
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wars between the WWF and WCW have 

extended to Sunday and all other nights, 

and although at this point WCW appears 
to be the clear leader—at least on the TV 
ratings scorecard—there seems to be only 
one clear loser: you, the fans. 

When it started, the WWF vs. WCW war 
for the fans. Competition almost 
efits the consumer, and it did in 

Monday night 
Jetwork, fierce 
giving their all. 


W are barely 
snough excite- 


a commer- 
J advertis- 


2man, a 
advertis- 
king told Variety. “In 
there needs to be 
tion, and we are so domi- 

iren’t putting up much of a fight.” 
But war. The W and WCW are 
involved tug o’ war for fans, but the fans 
are getting sick of this. It's not the promotions 
are making big profits, either. According to a 
story in Variety, both have lost money since 
Nitro was expanded to two hours last May. 


We hate seeing fans have to choose between the 

WWF, on whose cards you might get to see 

Ahmed Johnson battle Hunter Hearst Helmsley 

| (top left), and WCW, which gave us an intriguing 

Steve McMichael-Reggie White match at 

Slamboree (left). These promotions need to 
focus on doing what's best for the sport. 


But still the fight goes on. 

In late-June, both federations were 
scheduled to have major arena cards in 
southern California on the same night. 
Now, you might ask, why don’t the federa- 
tions hold the cards on separate nights so 
fans can attend both? Wouldn't that 
increase attendance for both cards? Of 
course it would! But the WWF and) WCW’'s 
primary concern doesn’t seem to be high 
attendance: They only care about beating 
each other. 

Well, if that’s the case, it’s time.for the WWF 
and WCW to take the ultimate step. Think 
you're better?.Fine. Prove it. In the ring. The 
time has come for a WWF vs. WCW supercard 
to settle the score. Winner gets Monday night. 
Loser gets Tuesday, or any of the other available 
days. World champion vs. World champion. U.S. 
champion vs. Intercontinental champion. TV cham- 
pion vs. King of the Ring. World tag champs vs. 
World tag champs. WCW’'s best vs. the WWF's best, 
no disqualifications, no countouts. The WWF and 
WCW have spent millions of dollars over the past few 
years trying to give the fans what they want to see. 
This is what they want to see. ey 

And if the WWF and WCW don't want to get so 
extreme (which they probably don’t), then maybe they'd 
like to listen to some of our other suggestions, just in 
the name of self-preservation. Supercard or no super- 
card, it’s imperative that one of the two moves its 
Monday night show to another night. This just makes 
good business sense. There are only so many 
wrestling fans in the world, and most of them want to 
watch as much quality wrestling as possible. Most of 
them are interested in both the WWF and WCW. 
Going head-to-head, while interesting, hurts every- 
one involved. 

It also wouldn't hurt for the two federations to 
stop scheduling cards in the same market on the 
same night. Again, fans shouldn't have to make 
this choice. Wrestling’s supply does not exceed 
its demand; fans will go to arena cards on con- 
secutive nights, but there’s no way they can go 
to two arena cards on the same night at the 
same time. 

Most importantly, it’s time for the WWF and 
WCW to concentrate on themselves rather 
than on each other. These days, it seems 
everything WCW does is meant to tweak the 
WWF. Fans are tired of this childish non- 
sense. All they want is good wrestling. 

For many years to come. 


What would you do if in your town, Shawn Mi- 
chaels was waging war against Steve Austin at 
one arena (top right) and Roddy Piper was fight- 

ing the NWO in another at the same time (right)? 
You couldn’t see both, that’s for sure. 
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Owen Hart has been 
remarkably loyal to his 
family since his brother 

Bret turned rulebreaker this 
spring. Loyalty is usually 

a wonderful thing, 

but in this case, 

% we’re not so sure 


A sign of Owen Hart’s maturity: The WWF 
Intercontinental champ didn’t get too discour- 
aged after losing a non-title bout to Bob Holly. 
Instead he regrouped and beat Holly convincing- 
ly a few weeks later. He can excel on his own. 


come to blows over the last six 
months?” asked Jim Cornette, their for- 
mer manager. “They're a fantastic 
team, sure, but I hear 

they still argue a lot. 

You almost have to won- 
der if enough is enough. 
Maybe they should just 
say, ‘Hey, we accomplished 
a heckuva lot together, but 
now it’s time for us to move 
on and try somethin’ else.” 

But will Owen Hart ever \ 
realize this? He must be the 
only man this side of Calgary 
who fails to see the direction his 
career must take if he is to remain 
champ and further improve as a 
wrestler. 

It is clearly time for Owen Hart to 
make some decisions. The first con- 
cerns his future as a tag team grappler. 
He has already said that he wants to 
team with Bret, but you have to wonder 
if that would be a smart decision. 

Maybe IQ isn’t the issue here. Maybe 
selfishness is. If Owen Hart has been one 
thing the last year, it is selfless. In the 
ring he has rescued his tag team partner 
repeatedly. He has put aside his griev- 
ances with brother Bret to help bond a 
battered family. Helen and Stu can now 
sleep at night knowing their sons are no 
longer trying to kill each other. 
Furthermore, Owen has: often stood 
silently at Bret’s side, serving as family 
spokesman and guard for his ailing 
brother. But Bret continues to garner the 
headlines and the attention of the fans. 
Owen has just been the silent supporter. 


¥ 
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“I think it would be a great time for 
Owen Hart to break free,” concluded 
WWE broadcaster Dok Hendrix. “If he 
wants to wrestle occasionally with Bret, 
fine. But Owen could do really well by 
facing the world’s best competition 
one-on-one. We sometimes forget that 
behind all of Owen’s bluster, there lives 
a terrific wrestler. But right now Owen 
is like the politician who fights all the 
other politicians’ battles. He never 
seems to have time for his own person- 
al wars.” 

The Hart Foundation, in many ways, 
is the college fraternity that provides 
brotherhood and safety. But in this “all- 
for-the-family” situation, the individu- 
als’ needs have fallen secondary to 
those of the group. Life in The Hart 
Foundation could even become debili- 
tating for Owen. Again, by linking with 
Jim Neidhart, Brian Pillman, Bret Hart, 
and the “British Bulldog,” Owen Hart 
is assuming responsibility for their 
lives ... and their problems. First 
there was the quarrel with Shawn 
Michaels. Then the brouhaha with 
Steve Austin. Now there is more 
friction between Owen and “Bull- 
dog.” And what happens after 
Bret Hart feels his knee is fully 

(Continued on page 58) 


Owen spent a 
lot of time look- 
ing out for his 
_ injured brother 
Bret this spring. 
That'd be ad- 
mirable if he 
weren't doing so 
at the expense of 
his own career. 


Owen need not keep proving him- 
self against men like Holly 
(above). We'd prefer to see him in 
the ring more often with tougher 
heavyweights such as Ahmed 
Johnson (right), against whom he 
struggled a year ago. And he 
doesn’t necessarily need his 
' family to watch his back. 


e 
Ven pets rhey'\\ meet © 


yer 
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close-up: 


OB VAN DAM, 26, one of the most versatile wrestlers in the world, 

stands 6’ and weighs 227 pounds ... Strong and agile ... Favorite 
B maneuver is the split-legged moonsault ... The native of Battle 
Creek, Michigan, kickboxed throughout high school for a local promotion 
and didn’t get interested in wrestling until 1989, when he met the origi- 
nal Sheik in Lansing, Michigan ... Was runner-up for the 1990 
Kalamazoo Heavyweight Toughman contest ... Made his pro debut in 
1990 in Toledo, Ohio, and defeated another kickboxer, Dango Nguyen .... 
Feuded with Sabu in several independent promotions in Michigan, Ohio, 
and Indiana, and also wrestled in Pennsylvania and West Virginia ... 
Spent about two months in the USWA during 1991 and feuded with 
“Nightmare” Danny Davis ... Left the USWA and joined South Atlantic 
Pro Wrestling, where he feuded with Ricky Nelson over the light heavy- 
weight fitle ... Returned to Michigan, where he 
kickboxed and wrestled for several independent 
federations ... Moved to Tampa and wres- 
fled in the new ICWA at the Sportatorium 
... Also wrestled for the CWF and IWF at 
Universal Studios in Orlando ... Moved to 
Georgia, wrestled for All-Star Wrestling, and 
had a brief stint in WCW at the end of 1992 
..» Made his first tour for All-Japan in 
February 1993 ... Returned to the United 
States, wrestled in the WCW TV title tourno- 
ment, then moved on to several independents 
... Basically globetrotted, hopping from the 
Carolinas to Georgia to Florida to California to 
Las Vegas to Japan ... Made his ECW debut on 
January 5, 1996, in Philadelphia and pinned 
Axl Rotten ... Lost to Sabu on January 27 at 
ECW Arena even though he broke Sabu’s fin- 
ger ... Returned to Japan and teamed with 
Johnny Ace and Stan Hansen in six-man 
matches ... Came back to ECW in March and battled 
TV champion 2 Cold Scorpio to a draw ... Was pinned by Sabu-on April 
20 ot ECW Arena, but finally broke into the ECW top 10 ... Teamed with 
Billy Black against Shane Douglas and The Sandman ... Scored an 
impressive victory when he pinned Sabu in a respect match on May 11 
at ECW Arena. The win moved him up to number four in the ECW ratings 
... Was involved in a controversial incident on June 1 at ECW Arena. 
Van Dam was about to wrestle Mikey Whipwreck when Brian Pillman 
showed up in a wheelchair, wheeled himself down the aisle, and broke 
| acrutch over Whipwreck’s head. Van Dam went on to defeat Whipwreck, 
and after the match, he sfood behind Pillman as he was interviewed by 


in Staten Island, New York ... Defeated Tommy Dreamer ... Needed a 
partner to battle Doug Furnas and Dan Kroffat (Phil Lafon) when they 
came to ECW, and was able to convince Sabu to fill that role ... The pair 
did well against Furnas and Kroffat but lost a triangle match to The 
Eliminators and The Gangstas on November 2 in Middletown, New York 
..- Suffered several losses to The Eliminators, who at the time were top 
contenders to the ECW tag team title ... Battled The Eliminators to a draw 
at the “November To Remember” card in Philadelphia ... Battled Taz to 
ano-contest ... At this point, as had been the case for most of his career, 
Van Dam seemed to be headed in no direction whatsoever ... Probably 
the best things that happened.to him were appearances in two movies: 


. Super Fights, which aired on Cinemax last spring, and Blood Moon, which 


debuted this summer on HBO ... Sabu and Van Dam teamed and lost to 
ECW tag champs The Eliminators in several match- 

es in which tables and ladders were legal 
objects ... Lost to Taz via the Taz-mission 
numerous times ... Was seen in the dress- 
ing room area during an edition of WOW 
Monday Nitro in March, fueling speculation 
that he was headed to WCW ... Claimed he 
was just visiting friends there ... Later 
announced, however, that he was ready to 
start competing on Monday nights ... Pinned 
Lance Storm at ECW’s first pay-per-view 
event on April 13, 1997, in Philadelphia. 
After Taz beat Sabu later on that card, Van 
Dam, Sabu, and manager Bill Alfonso 
pummeled Toz ... Sabu and Van Dam 
lost to Taz and Chris Candido in several 
matches, but scored impressive wins 
over The Pit Bulls ... Then Van Dam got 

his big break: Calling himself “Mr. 
Monday Night,” he made his WWF debut on 
the May 12 Raw Is War and defeated Matt 


- Hardy. Prior to the match, Van Dam shocked everyone by joining Jerry 


Lawler in an anti-ECW tirade ... Was suspended by ECW for wrestling in 
the WWF without permission ... Lawler joined Van Dam, Sabu, and 
Alfonso in an attack on Tommy Dreamer at ECW Arena on June 7, 1997. 
The lights went out after Dreamer beat Raven. When they came back on, 
Van Dam was in the ring beating on Dreamer. Louie Spicolli stood at ring- 
side and held Beulah McGillicutty, Dreamer’s valet, and forced her to 
watch what was happening. Van Dam, Lawler, and Sabu then took on just 
about every ECW wrestler. Finally, Taz entered the*ting and forced Van 
Dam and Lawler to back down ... “Everyone wants a piece of me,” Van 


Joey Styles ... Nothing further came of it because Pillman wasn’t near- Dam said. “ECW wants me. The WWE wants me. Japan wants me. 


ly rea Ore 


with Johnny Smith. Tried but failed to convince Smith to team with him 
in ECW ... Claimed to have “destroyed the legend of Sabu. | beat him 
up so bad that he asked ECW promoters never fo sign me against him 
again.” Sabu denied that ever happened ... Lost to Sabu on August 17 


Pe tour oo HapaNid Lennie ~Helygod wants me. But I'm only staying loyal to myself” ... Is alsoin 


the process.of having a unique weightlifting mark established as a world 
record: Van Dawn does a split across two benches and picks a dumbbell 
off the floor. The fift requires power, flexibility, and balance. Will go for 
the record at 200 pounds, O 
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_ this month in... 


SPECIAL ISSUE! EXTRA PAGES! sg COLOR PINUPS! 
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Dusty & Dustin 
a Muito & The Steiners 
# Paul E. Dangerously 


We thought some of the insults BRET HART | Who made the grade during the first half of 
and SHAWN MICHAELS hurled each other’s ’97 in WCW? Who has a lot of room for 
way in the last year were bad, but when improvement? We'll tell you as we present 
Shawn superkicked Bret as he got up out of our WCW Midyear Report! We'll review all 
a wheelchair, that was ugly. Now members of | the wild and wacky goings-on during the first 
THE HART FOUNDATION say they plan to six months of the year in that federation ... 


get revenge. Could this feud get uglier? ... ROB VAN DAM is in a bind. He’s not really 
“DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE would do welcome in the WWF, and most ECW 
anything to protect KIMBERLY from the wrestlers want to pummel him. So where 


NWO’s attacks, but now he’s worried that does he go from here? ... RIC FLAIR finally 
they'll get her when he’s not around ... How | returned to the ring at Slamboree, but he did 


can we bring about a reconciliation between so without the other HORSEMEN at his 
DUSTY and DUSTIN RHODES? We have side? Has he snubbed them—and do they 
some suggestions still want him? 
All this—and much more!— All this—and much more!— 
in the October 1997 issue of in the October 1997 issue of 


The Wrestler Inside Wrestling 


ON’T READ TOO much into what happened in the 
[)issee room of the Hartford Civic Center on June 9. 

While it’s true that an ugly brawl between Shawn 
Michaels and Bret Hart did take place that night (some said it 
was more of a skirmish than a brawl), don’t look for either man 
to jump federations. 

A lot of people figured that since Michaels is still friendly 
with Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, and Syxx that he might try to get 
into the NWO, but there’s one major problem with that sce- 
nario, as the WWF pointed out in an official statement shortly 
after the incident: Michaels still has four years left to honor on 
his existing five-year contract. 

What that means is he cannot wrestle for an competing pro- 
motion during the next four years unless the WWF either gives 
him permission, lets him out of his contract, or, in what would 
seem like an unlikely scenario, he demonstrates to a court of law 
that the WWF has provided him with an “unsafe workplace.” 

Bret Hart, meanwhile, signed a 20-year deal with the federa- 
tion last fall. So don’t look for any surprise appearances on 
WCW Monday Nitro from either man. 

Good thing the WWF had the foresight to sign both to long- 
term deals, especially considering Bret, when asked by Inside 
Wrestling what he’d like to tell Eric Bischoff, said, “What could 
have been maybe should have been.” 

But the news from the WWE this month isn’t all negative: 
The federation has created a light heavyweight division. When 
WCW announced plans to create a cruiserweight division in 
1996, many assumed it would be about as successful as the 
short-lived WCW light heavyweight division. 

They were wrong. Thanks to a lot of exciting Mexican 
wrestlers who have joined WCW, as well as athletes such as 


VOICE OF THE FANS 


Nitro has been getting a little boring for my tastes, but then 
Raw is not much better. This makes me wonder: If these feder- 
ations are so concerned about ratings for these shows, wouldn’t 
common sense tell them to put on the best show possible every 
week? They are the infomercials for the pay-per-views and 
should be loaded with the best matches possible every week. 
Instead, we get long-winded monologues and too many non- 
matches. When will these two learn?—Paul Walker, 
Cincinnati, OH 


Why is Raw now broken down into two shows: Raw Js War 
and The War Zone? To go through that whole, obviously 
expensive introduction a second time definitely interferes with 
the flow of the program. If I’m getting two hours of action, I 
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Dean Malenko, Chris Benoit, and Eddy Guerrero, the cruiser- 
weight division has flourished. Can the WWF match that suc- 
cess? Only if it gets the right competitors involved. 

The signing of The Great Sasuke will help, but what was the 
WWF was thinking when on the night it announced the addi- 
tion of its light heavyweight division, it brought out Tommy 
Rogers and Bobby Fulton for its first light heavyweight match. 
Good wrestlers, but their big decade was the 1980s. 

We'll see if the new division and the occasional interfedera- 
tion match (USWA’s Brian Christopher vs. ECW’s Chris 
Candido, for example) will help the WWF in the ratings wars. 
There’s a lot of ground to be made up. 


Date 
Raw 69 22 159m, Si 


Taker/Vader- 
Faarooq/Brown 
Page-Hall 


1,69 mil. 
2.28 mil. 


- Cumulative: Nitro—3.05; Raw—2.58 


want it to be nonstop. Maybe it’s to fool the fans into thinking 
they’re getting more programming than before. Well, it's not 
working —lJeff Terbet, Owensboro, KY 


Now that The New-And-Improved Hart Foundation is tak- 
ing center stage in the WWF, I’m back to watching only Raw. 
—Ryan Minion, Rochester,’ MN 


There is an aura about Nitro that Raw cannot match, and I 
think it has a lot to do with the energy and enthusiasm of the 
fans. The crowd at Raw sometimes seems uninterested in the 
matches, while Nitro fans are screaming their heads off. That 
makes all the difference when you’re relying upon the crowd 
noise to help hype the show.—Terry San Pedro, Galveston, TX 


—— 
#7: by Bex 


#9: LE Diablo Sanchex 


25. FLYING CLOTHESLINE 

26. FLYING DROP KICK 

27. FLYING ELBOW DROP 
. HEAD 


#2: Ace 
Stevens 


Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 


oan Dorn ONES 


of these IWA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


* * * NO ENTRY FEE! x * x 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the ring 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! 


Ki tke! 


The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the original and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1 each, the same 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! : 


So take-us on! Find out if you’re tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the 


IWA Challenge 


Box 5275 


Willowick, Ohio 44095 


Pee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) 


WRESTLER'S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT 


SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER 


MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) 


#3: Caeger #4: Bedybag #5; Wildfine #6; Eric #7: Nook the 
Soknay Kage Darkstrom Seeret Meapon 


62. ATOMIC DROP 


75, DOT 

76, FIGURE FOUR 

77. FLYING LEG DROP 
78. GOURD BUSTER 

79. INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
80 NECKBREAKER 

82 POWER BONS 

5 apie 5 iM 
coupon below or a copy of it today and mail it with $1" for each opponent to: _| 83 Power SLAM 


84 RUSSIAN SICKLE 
85 SLEEPER 

86 SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 
87 SMALL PACKAGE 

88 SPINE BUSTER 


kk Ok 
© 1994 ISC. All Rights Reserved 


Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown al lef. List them 
in the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


6 7 8 9 10 


Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the list of 30 shown at right List them in 
the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold 
from the 90 shown. Limit the length to 20 lellers and spaces 


FINISHING HOLD 
Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler fo go 
against from the 10 al the top. Remember to enclose $1® for each 


1 2 3 4 wo (a: = 


ea 


61. ABDOMINAL STRETCH 


es me es ms sd 


If there’s a major WCW show or telecast going on, you can be sure members of the 
New World Order will be there and will be given time to speak. Dave Rosenbaum 
doesn’t think WCW really wants to get rid of this group. 
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EQUAL TIME. A reader brought 
to my attention that two of my last two 
“Steel Cage” columns were scathingly 
anti-WWF, first in August about 
WrestleMania XIII, then last month on 
how The New Hart Foundation man- 
aged to purchase five front-row seats 
to In Your House XIV just hours 
before bell time. 

“You’re being unfair,” wrote David 
Starr of Newport Beach, California. 
“WrestleMania XIII was bad, but it 
wasn’t that bad, and I really don’t know 
who cares about how The New Hart 
Foundation got its tickets. Write about 
WCW or somebody else for a change.” 

Fine. I have to admit it: Mr. Starr 
is wrong. 

WrestleMania XIII was awful, and 
there’s no way The Hart Foundation 
got those tickets from anywhere but the 
WWE. But just to prove that I’m not 
anti-WWF—and I’m not—this column 
will contain several scathing attacks on 
WCW. If you’re a WCW fan, you 
might want to get out a pen and some 
paper right now and get ready to write 
me a scathing letter (That’s R-O-S-E- 
N-B-A-U-M, not R-O-S-E-N-B-L-U- 
M, as restaurant hostesses and telemar- 
keting scam artists seem to think.) 

By the way, | actually like the 
WWE. Fact is, I probably like it more 
than WCW. Always have. To me, the 
WWFE is the federation with a sense of 
humor, It knows that sports is enter- 
tainment. WCW goes over the edge a 
little bit sometimes. It’s preferred by 
people who are a little more serious 
about their violence. Not quite like 
ECW fans, who are another story all 
together, but certainly different from 
the WWF. The WWE is “PG-13” 
(except for when Goldust shows up; 
then it sometimes becomes XXX). 
WCW is “R.” 

Any federation that employs Dusty 
Rhodes as a TV commentator has seri- 
ous problems. By definition, the job of 
a television commentator is to commu- 
nicate clearly and make things easier to 
understand for the viewer. I don’t know 
about you, but I have a really hard time 
understanding a single thing Dusty 
Rhodes says. Over the past few years, 
I’ve decided that I don’t care to under- 
stand a single thing Dusty Rhodes says. 


Is there more to the Harlem Heat-Sherri Martel relationship than they are willing to tell us? Rosenbaum 
wants to know that. He also has some questions about Sherri’s wardrobe and appearance. 


WCW is also the federation that 
can’t get rid of the New World Order. 

A clue: Stop issuing those pay- 
checks. Don’t let them on your TV 
shows or pay-per-views. Have Ted 
Turner fire every last one of them. Of 
course, WCW doesn’t want to get rid 
of the NWO, because the NWO is good 
for ratings. They say they hate the 
NWO, and that might be true, but they 
definitely don’t want the NWO to dis- 
appear. Believe me, they don’t. The 
NWO makes money for WCW. 
Without the NWO, WCW probably 
loses the Monday night ratings war 
with the WWF and is still probably 
considered the secondary federation in 
North America. 

All of that is connected to the thing 
that bothers me the most about WCW: 
Ted Turner. Here’s a man who wants 
to save the world. Hey, Ted, whatever 
happened to the Goodwill Games? 
How’s CNN/SI coming along? Turn- 
er’s done some good things, like invent 
CNN and Headline News, but I’m still 
not forgiving him for colorizing old 
black-and-white movies. It doesn’t 
even bother me that he tamed Jane 
Fonda, who used to have a mind of her 


own but now spends her time sitting in 
the owner’s box at Turner Field with 
her head rested on the owner’s shoul- 
der. Very cute, Jane. 

But here’s the thing: Where’s 
Turner when WCW needs him? Why 
do I always get the impression that he 
is somehow embarrassed over his asso- 
ciation with wrestling? The man is in 
charge of one of the most powerful fed- 
erations in the world, but he never 
shows his face. If Turner wants to go 
head-to-head with Vince McMahon, he 
should show his head. But, no. Ted’s 
out saving the world. Hey, Ted, I have 
a better idea: Save Atlanta! They 
turned it into one big shopping mall. 

Another thing that bothers me about 
WCW: Why does Sherri Martel dress 
the way she does? 

Don’t get me wrong: I’m not com- 
plaining that she wears too little cloth- 
ing. On the contrary! I want her to wear 
as much clothing as possible. The thing 
is, considering how tight she wears her 
clothing, I wonder why she even both- 
ers to get all dressed up. 

And what’s with the silver sparkles 
on her face? Did she dip her head into a 
box of party favors or something? Do 


men like Booker T and Stevie Ray of 
Harlem Heat like looking at women 
with silver sparkles on their faces? Do 
any men anywhere like looking at 
women with silver sparkles on their 
faces? 

One thing I’ve definitely given up 
on figuring out is the relationship 
between Sherri and Harlem Heat. 
Yeah, I know, she’s their manager, but 
what else? Come clean, Sherri. 

Right about now, I can just imagine 
Bill Apter reading this column and 
having a heart attack. Bill, you see, is 
very politically correct when it comes 
to wrestling. 

Well, don’t worry, Bill. Every- 
thing’s going to be okay. I learned a 
long time ago that most wrestlers 
don’t care what you write about them, 
as long as you spell their names right. 
A lot of people think Sherri is beauti- 
ful. A lot of people like listening to 
Dusty Rhodes. Some people even 
think WCW is trying to get rid of the 
NWO. 

Those are the people who probably 
shouldn’t have bothered reading this 
column. Coming soon: “Steel Cage” 
vs. ECW. O 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


, 


OU’LL HAVE TO forgive Rey Misterio if he’s feel- 
Vin a little overlooked these days. No, that isn’t a 

bad joke about his height (he’s only 5’3”). It's a 
comment about his prospects. 

“Sometimes | have to wonder what happened,” he 
said. 

Once one of the most celebrated athletes in WCW, 
Misterio, a former cruiserweight champion, now wrestles 
to draws with Dean Malenko and sees other colleagues 
grab most of the glory. Some have described his career 
as going downhill. He almost sounds like he agrees. 

“{ can tell you this: I’ve had better days,” said Misterio. 
“Yes, | still hear a lot of loud cheers when | enter the 
ring, but I’d like to reward those people who support me 
by winning another title. It's been hard.” 

He hasn't struggled because he’s less talented than 
he was a year ago. Misterio continues to be a brilliant 
aerial wrestler—maybe the best in the world—an excit- 
ing athlete who is always coming up with surprising 
moves. 

Misterio’s problem today seems to be a more simple 
one: The people who are watching him are starting to 
take his athletic brilliance for granted. 

“Sure, | still enjoy watching him,” said Mark Green, a 
20-year-old fan who claims to enjoy the Mexican style, 
“but you have to admit that some of the thrill has gone 
out of it. When he first came up he was something new. 
Now he’s becoming old news. It’s great, but we’ve seen 
it before.” 

It would be difficult for Misterio to satisfy that fan by 
adding some new moves to his repertoire. That may 
work in the short term, but eventually the people will 
take them for granted as well. 


44 « PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


No, what Misterio has to do is continue to wrestle 
the same way he always has. He needs at this point 
to get WCW interested in promoting him again. 

It could be a tough task. 

“Everyone’s focus right now,” said one federation 
Official, “is on the NWO situation. We need to resolve 
that before we can worry a lot about everything else. 
Rey Misterio Jr. is an outstanding wrestler. I’m sure 
that in the meantime, he can be satisfied with his 
competition.” 

That competition includes Malenko, who agrees 
with Misterio on certain points. 

“As you know, | can’t stand the guy,” said 
Malenko. “But | think he’s right when he says some 
of the lighter guys are being ignored here. For my 
money, this is where the best wrestling is going on, 
but WCW doesn’t always want to hear about it. We 
have J.J. Dillon here now, but all he wants to think 
about is the NWO. Yeah, the NWO is important, but 
so are we.” 

Misterio even says that with all the attention 
focused on the NWO, some lightweights might defect 
to Hulk Hogan and company. 

“They won’t do it because they like Hogan or 
those other guys,” said Rey Jr. “They'll do it because 
they're sick of being ignored. These are talented ath- 
letes who devote a lot of time to their wrestling. They 
want to receive their proper due.” 

(Continued on page 46) 


Rey Misterio Jr. hooks the legs of Juventud Guerrera en route 
to a victory. He hasn’t had many victories over the top competi- 
tors in WCW recently, and he’s getting frustrated. 


‘TOUGH ENOUGH? 
Do you want to be a professional wrestler? 
JOIN THE 
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x Wahoo McDaniel 
School of Pro Wrestift 


MON.-FRI. - 24 HR. ANSWERING SERVICE 

MAIN OFFICE - MON.-WED.-FRI. - 5:30 -11:30 PM 
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Misterio is quick to add that he, of course, would 
never consider such a move. But Alex Wright, 
another humble light heavyweight with great aerial 
skills, said the same kinds of things about a year 
ago, and he’s a rulebreaker now. Those around 
Misterio say that he 
has at least discussed 
the possibility openly. 

“Maybe he was just 
thinking out loud, who 
knows,” said one. “But 
I'll tell you, | wouldn't 
blame Rey if he did 
join the NWO. He’d 
add some style to 
their organization, and 
I’m sure he’d have no 
trouble getting all the 
matches he wanted.” 

We can only hope 
Misterio won’t go that 
route. He definitely 
does not need the 
NWO. He does, how- 
ever, need recognition, 
and maybe he'll find it 
somewhere else. | 

“Leaving WCW?” he 
said. “I’ve never 
thought about it. 
Maybe | could go back 
to Mexico full-time or 
somewhere in the 
States where people > 
haven't seen me yet. 
But really, | think WCW 
is the place to be. We 
have the best wrestlers 
in the world here. I’ve 
been on top here 
before, and | know | 
can do it again.” 

To start off, Misterio 
could use a good feud, either against Malenko, or 
maybe Syxx or Chris Benoit. He doesn’t need to 
blindside anybody; all he needs to do is challenge 
them. Who’s the better pure wrestler? Who’s the 
better high-flyer? Let’s settle it one-on-one. 

That is more to Misterio’s style. Of course, most 
feuds don’t start out that way. Unfortunately, if 
Misterio wants a reintroduction to the limelight, he 


NWO, too. 
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Dean Malenko (shown tying up the legs of Ultimo Dragon) agrees with 
Misterio when he says some of the lighter wrestlers in WCW don’t 
always get the attention they deserve. He’s sick of hearing about the 


might have to put up with somebody leveling him 
with a cheap shot. And you know, he might not 
mind that. 

“That sounds crazy,” he admitted, “but if that’s what 
it takes, then that’s what it takes. Listen, I’m tired of 
feeling like nobody 
cares. | shouldn’t have 
to feel that way. Pound- 
for-pound, I’m the best 
wrestler in the world. 
PWI even said that. | 
shouldn’t have to be 
begging for anything. 
They should be coming 
to me. But when it 
comes down to it, I'll 
do what | need to do. | 
have to take care of 
myself.” 

It is a sentiment with 
which the new chair- 
man of the WCW 
Executive Committee 
concurs. 

“As long as I’m 
here,” Dillon said, 
“men like Rey Misterio 
have nothing to worry 
about. Yes, at the 
moment | am dealing 
with more pressing 
matters, but I’m telling 
you that guys like 
Misterio will not be 
} overlooked. That 
young man is an inte- 
gral part of WCW. He 
| has helped us become 
=) the great organization 
we are. He’s a winner, 
and he’s appreciated.” 

“Those are nice 
words,” Misterio re- 
sponded, “and I’m sure he means everything he says. 
But | don’t know how long | can let the situation go 
on. | have to do something. Hopefully, not some- 
thing bad, but maybe ...” 

Misterio let it hang there. He’s thinking bad 
thoughts. Will another good man be forced to do 
bad things? 

I'm afraid of the answer. Oo 
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CALIFORNIA 


SAN JOSE—WWF at the Arena: Leif Cassidy 
defeated Bob Holly ... The Blackjacks beat Doug 
Furnas & Phil Lafon .. . Rockabilly beat Jesse 
James ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat Goldust 
... The Road Warriors beat Crush & Savio Vega 
.. Mankind defeated Rocky Maivia ... Faarooq 
defeated Ahmed Johnson (Ken Shamrock was 
the special quest referee) ... Steve Austin & The 
Undertaker beat Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith 
by disqualification, 
(05-30-97) 

—Nancy Reliford 


DELAWARE 


NEWARK—WVWF Raw Is War broadcast & Shotgun 
Saturday Night tapings at the Bob Carpenter 
Center: Rocky Maivia defeated Rockabilly by dis- 
qualification ... King of the Ring tournament, 
quarterfinal match: Ahmed Johnson beat Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley by disqualification ... Scott 
Putski pinned Leif Cassidy ... The Road Warriors 
defeated PG-13 ... World champion The 
Undertaker defeated Savio Vega by disqualifica- 
tion .,. Rob Van Dam pinned Matt Hardy .., World 
tag team champions Owen Hart & Davey Boy 
Smith defeated The Blackjacks, The 
Headbangers, and Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon ina 
four-team elimination match ... Faaroog defeated 
Jason Knight ... Jim Neidhart beat Marty Carner 
... Leif Cassidy defeated Matt Hardy ... The Road 
Warriors & Steve Austin defeated Owen Hart, 
Davey Boy Smith, & Brian Pillman ... World 
champion The Undertaker defeated Mankind. 
(05-12-97) 


—Michael J. DiMMuzio 


GEORGIA 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA Arena: 
The Dragon Masters defeated Johnny Blaze & 
Woody Woodchuck ... Richie Dye beat Kahn .. 

Randy Watkins, T.S. Norton, & The Outpatient 
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defeated The Widowmaker, Great Scott, & Hogg 
Slater ... Rick Justice & Risk Taylor defeated 
Jimmy Sharpe & Shane Wild ... Toy Dodson & 
Adam Jacobs defeated The Natural Born Killaz 
by disqualification. 
(05-16-97) 

—Bill Needham 


ILLINOIS 


CICERO—Windy City Wrestling's “Battle Of The 
Belts” at Morton College: Turbo beat Severance by 
disqualification when league champ Steve Boz inter- 
fered ... Lightweight champion Terry Allen defeated 
“The Bulgarian Nightmare” Ivan Urkov ... 
Brandon Bishop pinned middleweight champion 
Christopher Daniels to win the title ... Sonic beat 
Blue Thunder ... Baby Doll (not the original) defeat- 
ed Huntress to win the vacant women’s title ... Tag 
team champs Bad Influence defeated The Rustlers 
.. Six-man tag team champions The Brotherhood 
defeated Armed Forces & Wolverine ... Bulldozer 
Rollins won a 40-man battle royal ... “Wild Child” 
Kevin Quinn pinned league champ Steve Boz to 
win the title ... Heavyweight champ Mike Anthony 
beat Mike Sampson in a cage match ... A cage 
match battle royal ended in a no-contest when 
Turbo, Sonic, Hammer, and Spike were eliminated 
simultaneously. 
(05-18-97) 

—Carl Penne 


INDIANA 


EVANSVILLE—WWF Raw /s War broadcast & 
Shotgun Saturday Night tapings at Roberts 
Municipal Stadium: Jesse James pinned Steven 
Dunn ... Tony Williams pinned Scott Taylor ... 
The Road Warriors defeated Jim Neidhart & 
Brian Pillman by disqualification ... D-Lo Brown 
pinned Bob Holly ... King of the Ring tourna- 
ment, quarterfinal match: Jerry Lawler pinned 
Goldust with his own feet on the ropes ... Rocky 
Maivia pinned Flash Funk after The Headbangers 
interfered ... Ahmed Johnson pinned Big Van 
Vader ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley pinned 
Rockabilly ... Steve Austin & Shawn Michaels 
defeated World tag team champions Owen Hart & 
Davey Boy Smith to win the title when Austin 
pinned Smith ... Phineas Godwinn and Blackjack 
Bradshaw wrestled to a double-countout ... The 
Headbangers defeated Flash Funk & Rocky 
Maivia by disqualification ... Crush, Faaroog, & 
Savio Vega defeated Mankind, Big Van Vader, & 
The Undertaker when Faaroogq pinned Vader. 
(05-26-97) 


—John Bolin 
KENTUCKY 


LOUISVILLE—WCW at Broadent Arena: U.S. champ 
Dean Malenko defeated Alex Wright ... Marcus 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 
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days after the cards took place. If you 
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Bagwell defeated Scotty Riggs ... Rick & Scott 
Steiner beat Public Enemy ... U.S. champ Dean 
Malenko wrestled to a draw with Rey Misterlo Jr. ... 
“Diamond” Dallas Page beat Mortis ... The Giant 
defeated Scott Hall & Kevin Nash by disqualification 
in anon-title match. 
(05-24-97) 

—Rick Smyth 


LOUISVILLE—Independent Wrestling Association 
at the Derby Sports Arena: The American 
Kickboxer defeated Terlk the Great to win the 
lightweight title ... The War Machines beat Chris 
Kid & Tower of Doom .,. Gator McAllister beat 
Major Mitch Ryder ... Bull Pain defeated Samu ... 
PG-13 beat Madman Pondo & Ox Harley. 
(05-22-97) 

—Brian Mack 


MAINE 

AUBURN—Century Wrestling Alliance at the Edward 
Little High School: Maverick Wild wrestled El 
Mascarado to a no-contest ... Tre beat Steve 
Morabito ... Star Warrlor beat Knuckles Nelson by 
disqualification ... Baby Black defeated Jose 


Valenzuela ... Tony Atlas pinned Abdullah the 
Butcher ... Kevin Kelly beat Storm Trooper ... Vic 
Steamboat defeated Rick Fuller ... Public Enemy 
defeated The Power Company. 
(05-16-97) 

—Philip Laine 
MARYLAND 


BALTIMORE—Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation at 
the Teamster Auditorium: Bad Crew | defeated 
Cueball Carmichael ... Quinn Nash pinned 
Jimmy Cicero to win the Mid-Atlantic title ... 
Knuckles Zandwich defeated Joe Thunder by dis- 
qualification .., The Blue Meanie & Earl the Pearl 
defeated Disco Inferno & Impostor Earl the Pear! 
.. Adam Flash pinned Steve Corino ... Mark 
Schrader & Devon Storm beat Julio Sanchez & 
Bobby Starr ... The Headbangers defeated 
Buddy Landell & Salvatore Sincere ... The 
Sandman beat Corporal Punishment, Axi Rotten, 
and New Jack in a four-way steel cage match. 
(06-01-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


SALIBURY—WCW Saturday Night taping at the 
Wicomico Civic Center (highlights): TV champ 
Ultimo Dragon beat Villano IV ... Meng beat Pat 
Tanaka ... Jeff Jarrett defeated Jim Powers ... Yujl 
Yasuraoka beat Julio Sanchez ... The Giant 
defeated The Power Company in a handicap match 
.. U.S. champ Dean Malenko beat Yuji Nagata ... 
Alex Wright beat Julio Sanchez .. 
wrestled to a double-countout with The re 
Lord Steven Regal beat Sgt. Craig Pittman .. 


. doe Gomez _ 


Chris Jericho beat Pat Tanaka ... Scotty Riggs 
beat David Taylor ... Rick & Scott Steiner beat The 
Amazing French-Canadians ... The Giant beat 
Marcus Bagwell. 
(05-13-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


MASSACHUSETTS 
CHELSEA—CWA TV taping at the Armory: Joel 
Davis defeated light heavyweight champion El 
Mascarado to win the title ... Abdullah the 
Butcher beat Jose Valenzuela ... Rick Fuller & 
Baldo beat Jay Gillette & Steve Morabito ... Light 
heavyweight champion Joel Davis beat The 
Hollywood Kid ... The Outpatient beat The Storm 
Trooper ,.. Tombstone beat Baby Black ... The 
Power Company beat The Brotherhood, 
Knuckles Nelson, & Tre by disqualification ... The 
Hollywood Kid defeated Baby Black ... The 
Storm Trooper beat Abdullah the Butcher by dis- 
qualification ... The Outpatient beat Steve 
Morabito ... Vic Steamboat, E] Mascarado, Baby 
Black, & The Power Company wrestled to a dou- 
ble-disqualification with, Tony Rumble, Knuckles 
Nelson, Baldo, Rick Fuller, & Tre. 
(05-18-97) 

—Rich Palladino 


MICHIGAN 


AUBURN HILLS—WWF at the Palace: Leif 
Cassidy defeated Bob Holly ... Mankind beat 
Phineas Godwinn ... Crush beat Flash Funk ... 
Rockabilly beat Jesse James ... Savio Vega 
defeated Rocky Maivia ... Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley beat Goldust ... The Blackjacks beat 
Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon ... Faarooq defeated 
Ahmed Johnson .,. Steve Austin & Ahmed 
Johnson beat World tag team champs Owen Hart 
& Davey Boy Smith in a non-title match. 
(05-23-97) 

—Bill Hearn 


NEW JERSEY 
TRENTON—Extreme Championship Wrestling at 
the CYO: Chris Chetti beat Axl Rotten ... Spike 
Dudley defeated Bud Licious ... Mikey 
Whipwreck defeated Little Guido ... Tag team 
champions The Eliminators defeated Buh Buh 
Ray & D-Von Dudley and PG-13 in a three-way 
match ... Tommy Dreamer defeated Tracey 
Smothers ... Bam Bam Bigelow, Chris Candido, 
& Shane Douglas defeated The Pit Bulls & B. 
Mahoney ... The Sandman beat Raven in a dog- 
collar match, 
(05-31-97) 

—Sean Burkett 


YARDVILLE—NWA at Imaginations: Twiggy 
Ramirez beat Mike Quackenbush ... The Party 
Animal pinned Dick Trimmons ... The Himalayan 
Players beat The Blackwells ... Colossal Man 
defeated Billy Real by submission ... Gino Caruso 
defeated The Mad Dog ... Scott Putski pinned 
Patch ... Steve Corino beat Don Montoya ... Rik 
Ratchett & Buddy Landell beat Ace Darling & 
Donnie B ... The Headbangers defeated The 
Misfits (with Angel) ... Devon Storm pinned 
Reckless Youth, 
(05-30-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


FREEHOLD—New Jack City Wrestling at the 
Armory: Tag team champions The Latin Lowriders 
defeated Magic & Cujo ... Super Nova pinned 
Twiggy Ramirez ... Jack Rider & Lupus defeated 
The Lost Boys ... Steve Corino pinned Billy Real 
... Reckless Youth, Donnie B, & Rick Ratchett 
defeated Ace Darling in a handicap match ... Mr. 


Lucifer pinned The Overweight Lover ... Raven 
pinned Ghetto Blaster ... Super Nova won a 26- 
man battle royal to earn a shot at the heavyweight 
title ... Super Nova pinned NJC champ Hellraiser 
to win the title, 
(05-18-97) 

—Bart Orkline 


NEW YORK 


QUEENS—UCW at the Elks Lodge: Guillotine 
Legrande pinned Dave Desire ... Paul Lauria & 
“Stormin’” Mike Norman defeated The Kamikaze 
Kid & Jimmy Deranged ... Black Sheepe defeated 
Adolfo ... Dr. Feelgood wrestied to a double- 
countout with Julio ... Jim Neidhart defeated Falcon 
Coperis ... Heavyweight champion Chris “Tatanka” 
Chavis defeated Tommy Cairo. 
(05-24-97) 

—Tom Noble 


BUFFALO—ECW at the Burt Flickinger Athletic 
Center: The Pit Bulls beat Tracey Smothers & Little 
Guido... B. Mahoney beat Wild Bill ... Taz defeat- 
ed Spike Dudley ... TV champ Shane Douglas 
defeated Chris Cheitti ... Raven & Stevie Richards 
defeated Terry Funk & Tommy Dreamer ... Tommy 
Dreamer beat Loule Spicolli ... Tag team champs 
The Eliminators won a three-way dance against Buh 
Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley and The Gangstas ... 
Heavyweight champ Terry Funk won a four-way 
match over Raven, The Sandman, and Stevie 
Richards. 
(05-17-97) 

—Joe Polcheck 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Leif Cassidy defeated Bob Holly ... Crush beat 
Jesse James ... Henry & Phineas Godwinn beat 
Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon ... Rockabilly defeated 
Flash Funk ... Savio Vega beat Rocky Maivia ... 
World champion The Undertaker beat Mankind in 
a lumberjack match ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
defeated Goldust ... Faaroog beat Ahmed 
Johnson ... Steve Austin & The Road Warriors 
beat Owen Hart, Davey Boy Smith, & Brian 
Pillman. 
(05-17-97) 

—Jim Mason 


ALBANY—WWF at the Pepsi Arena: Leif Cassidy 
pinned Bob Holly ... Crush pinned Jesse James 
.. Phineas Godwinn pinned Phil Lafon ... 
Rockabilly pinned Flash Funk ... Savio Vega 
pinned Rocky Maivia ... Steve Austin & The Road 
Warriors beat Owen Hart, Brian Pillman, & Davey 
Boy Smith ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley pinned 
Goldust ... Faaroog pinned Ahmed Johnson ... 
World champion The Undertaker pinned Mankind. 
(05-16-97) 

—Greg Simpson 


SYRACUSE—ECW at the Pepsi Intemational Building: 
The Pit Bulls beat Tracey Smothers & Little Guido .. 
Chris Candido defeated Chris Chetti ... Taz beat 
Spike Dudley ... Stevie Richards defeated Wild Bill 
.., Shane Douglas & Francine beat Tommy Dreamer 
& Beulah McGillicutty ... Tag team champs The 
Eliminators won a three-way dance against Buh Buh 
Ray & D-Von Dudley and The Gangstas ... The 
Sandman defeated B. Mahoney ... Heavyweight 
champion Terry Funk defeated Raven. 
(05-16-97) 

—Ronnie Dell 
NORTH CAROLINA 
MOUNT AIRY—AIWF at Veterans Park: Red 


Scorpion beat Jammer after Major Havoc inter- 
(Continued on page 50) 
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fered ,.. Dr, Love defeated The Lumberjack ... 
Cyclone beat Aries ... Rick Deezel defeated Neil 
Leathers ... The Family of Darkness beat 
Generation X ... Light heavyweight champ Robert 
Roma beat King Cobra ... U.S. champion Brian 
Danzig defeated Bad Brad ... Heavyweight cham- 
pion Major Havoc beat Johnny Reb after Red 
Scorpion interfered ... The Ghost Riders defeated 
tag team champions The Tennessee Violence 
Authority by disqualification. 
(05-31-97) 

; —Dean Puckett 


HAMLET—PWF at the Armory: Tag team champi- 
ons Flaming Youth & Masked Maniac defeated 
The Black Dragons ... Black Angel defeated 
Wasted Youth ... Ripper beat Terry Austin ... 
Gladiator Il beat Wasted Youth ... Heavyweight 
champion Italian Stallion (with Madd Maxxine) 
defeated George South (with Mama Maxxine) 
after Madd Maxxine interfered, 
(05-30-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


KINGS MOUNTAIN—North American Wrestling 
Alliance at the Community Center: Jeff Vicktory 
defeated Mike Wray ... Kevin Kirby wrestled 
Hunter Thompson to a draw ... Jay Eagle beat 
Johnny Ringo ... Jeff Vicktory won a battle royal 
... Dozer defeated American G.I. ... Dozer beat 
Buddy Shane by disqualification ... Madd Maxx 
Miles & Jake Mulligan defeated The Assassins 
and American G.I. & Dozer in a triangle match to 
win the tag team title. 
(05-24-97) 

—Dan Parris 


CHARLOTTE—WCW Slamboree '97 pay-per-view 
at Independence Arena: Lord Steven Regal pinned 
TV champion Ultimo Dragon to win the title after 
Sonny Ono’s interference backfired ... Madusa 
pinned Luna Vachon ... Rey Misterio Jr. pinned 
Yuji Yasuraoka ... Glacier defeated Mortis by dis- 
qualification when Wrath interfered ... U.S. champ 
Dean Malenko defeated Jeff Jarrett by submission 
... Rick & Scott Steiner defeated Konnan & Hugh 
Morris when Rick pinned Morris ... Meng defeated 
Chris Benoit in a death match when Benoit passed 
out while Meng had him caught In a nervehold ... 
Steve McMichael pinned Reggie White after hit- 
ting him with a steel briefcase thrown to him by Jeff 
Jarrett. White’s Green Bay Packer teammate, 
Gilbert Brown, had knocked a briefcase that 
McMichael had brought to the ring out of his hands 
when he tried to hit White with it earlier ... Ric Flair, 
Roddy Piper, & Kevin Greene defeated Scott 
Hall, Kevin Nash, & Syxx when Flair pinned Hall 
while he had him in the figure-four leglock. 
(05-18-97) 

*  —Frank Vitucci 


LOUISBURG—NWA at the High School; Death & 
Destruction wrestled to a no-contest with The 
Young Lions ... Kid America pinned The Mer- 
cenary ... Steve Corino pinned C.W. Anderson in 
the rear of a pickup truck in a parking lot in a falls- 
count-anywhere match ... Viper defeated The Dog 
... Cueball Carmichael defeated Jullo Sanchez ... 
Big Slam defeated Jimmy Cicero. 
(05-17-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 
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WINSTON-SALEM—WCW at the Lawrence Joel 
Coliseum: Lord Steven Regal defeated Alex 
Wright ... Rey Misterio Jr. defeated Psicosis ... 
Jeff Jarrett beat TV champ Ultimo Dragon in a 
non-title match ... U.S. champ Dean Malenko beat 
Syxx ... Rick & Scott Steiner defeated Public 
Enemy ... The Giant defeated Scott Hall & Kevin 
Nash by disqualification in a handicap match ... 
“Diamond” Dallas Page defeated Randy Savage 
by disqualification. 
(05-17-97) 

—Mike Hamill 


OHIO 


COLUMBUS—WWF at the Convention Center: Leif 
Cassidy defeated Bob Holly ... The Blackjacks 
beat Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon ... Rockabilly 
beat Jesse James ... Mankind defeated Rocky 
Maivia ... Goldust defeated Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley ... The Road Warriors beat Crush & 
Savio Vega ... Faarooq defeated Ahmed 
Johnson (Ken Shamrock was the special guest 
referee) ... Steve Austin & The Undertaker beat 
Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith by disqualification. 
(06-01-97) 

—Brad Musser 


LORAIN—ASWF at the Eagle's Nest: Batman 
defeated Jose Perez ... J.T. Lightning wrestled 
K.C, Stryker to a double-disqualification ... Johnny 
Paradise won the vacant ASWF heavyweight title in 
a battle royal ... Terminal Punishment defeated 
The Batten Twins .., Light heavyweight champ 
Rod Destiny defeated Shane Byreley in a ladder 
match ... A four-corners match between Tommy 
Rich, Biff Beverly, Johnny Paradise, and Mad 
Dog Mercy was stopped due to excessive bleeding. 
(05-31-97) 

—Sam Farmer 


DAYTON—WWF at the Nutter Center: Leif 
Cassidy defeated Bob Holly ... Mankind beat 
Phineas Godwinn ... Crush beat Flash Funk ... 
Rockabilly defeated Jesse James ... Rocky 
Maivia beat Savio Vega ... Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley beat Goldust ... The Blackjacks beat 
Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon ... Faarooq defeated 
Ahmed Johnson ... Steve Austin & Ahmed 
Johnson beat World tag team champs Owen Hart 
& Davey Boy Smith in a non-title match. 
(05-24-97) 

—Fred Erickson 


PENNSYLVANIA 


CARMICHAELS—Pro Wrestling Xpress at the High 
School: The Boogie Man (a.k.a. Disco Inferno) 
beat heavyweight champ T. Rantula by disqualifica- 
tion ... Col. Payne pinned Notorious Norm ... J.B. 
Destiny beat Mad Mike ... Gator battled TV champ 
Lou Marconi to a double-countout ... Black Cat 
beat Country Boy Chris ,.. Scott Blaze defeated 
Bonecrusher ... TV champ Lou Marconi beat 
Brian Anthony. 
(05-31-97) 

—Jim Miller & Jeff Gorman 


HAZLETON—EGW at St. Joe's Gym: Little Guido 
pinned Chris Chetti ... Spike Dudley & Mikey 
Whipwreck defeated PG-13 when Spike pinned 
J.C. Ice ... B. Mahoney defeated Tracey 
Smothers ... New Jack pinned Ax! Rotten ... 


Tommy Dreamer pinned D-Von Dudley ... The 
Pit Bulls defeated Chris Candido & Shane 
Douglas when Pit Bull | pinned Douglas ... Buh 
Buh Ray Dudley pinned The Sandman after D- 
Von & “Big” Dick Dudley interfered ... Tag team 
champions The Eliminators defeated Raven & 
Stevie Richards when Perry Saturn pinned 
Raven, 
(05-30-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


NORTH VERSAILLES—PWxX at the Wrestleplex: 
Samu defeated J.B. Destiny ... Heavyweight cham- 
pion T. Rantula pinned The Boogle Man (a.k.a. 
Disco Inferno) ... Tag team champs Col. Payne & 
Gator beat Mad Mike & Major Agony ... TV champ 
Lou Marconi beat Paul Atlas by disqualification ... 
Bubba the Bulldog beat Jimmy Anjel ... Brian 
Anthony beat Scott Blaze ... Shirley Doe beat 
Country Boy Chris ... Bonecrusher beat Adonis 
... TV champ Lou Marconi beat Quinn Magnum ... 
Bonecrusher beat Jimmy Anjel by disqualification 
.. Bubba the Bulldog pinned Paul Atlas .., 
Heavyweight champ T. Rantula beat Black Cat ... 
Tag team champs Gator & Col. Payne beat Scotty 
Blaze & Nightmare, 
(05-30-97) 

—Jim Miller & Jeff Gorman 


MONACA—ECW at the Golden Dome: The Pit 
Bulls defeated Little Guido & Tracey Smothers 
.. Chris Chetti wrestled to a no-contest with 
Davey Morrison ... Chris Candido defeated 
Wolfie D ... “Big” Dick & D-Von Dudley beat 
Spike Dudley & Mikey Whipwreck ... The 
Sandman beat B. Mahoney ... New Jack defeat- 
ed Axl Rotten ... Tommy Dreamer defeated 
Louie Spicolli ... Heavyweight champion Terry 
Funk beat Stevie Richards ... TV champion 
Shane Douglas defeated Raven ... Tag team 
champions The Eliminators beat “Big” Dick & D- 
Von Dudley in a weapons match. 
(05-24-97) 

—Ted Grace 


PUNXSUTAWNEY—PWX at the Armory: Country 
Boy Chris defeated J.T. Nightmare ... Black Cat beat 
Adonis ... Shirley Doe pinned Brian Anthony ... 
“Beef Stew” Lou Marconi defeated Paul Atlas ... 
Mad Mike beat J.B. Destiny ... Tag team champions 
Col. Payne & Gator defeated Stix & Stones (with 
Gentleman Jo) ... Heavyweight champion T. Rantula 
pinned “Beef Stew” Lou Marconi in a falls-count-any- 
where match. 
(05-24-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio & Everett Buchanan 


READING—Regional Championship Wrestling at 
Goodwill Beneficial Hall: The Mad Russian pinned 
Lucifer ... Doink the Clown pinned Jonathan 
Luvstruck ... Dr. Johnny Wildside & Kid Extreme 
beat Adam Flash & Quinn Nash to win the vacant 
tag team title ... Nurse Feelgood defeated Ronnie 
Love by disqualification ... Ranger 7 pinned The 
Arabian Assassin ... The Love Connection 
pinned The Malaysian Militia ... Darren Wise beat 
The Bodacious Pretty Boy in a steel cage match 
... Danny Rose beat Flamingo Kid Pinky by dis- 
qualification in a steel cage match. 
(05-16-97) 

—Barry J. Walker 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


JONESVILLE—SCW at the High School: J.J. 
Justice defeated Rock Jordan ... Johnny Dollar 
beat Lance Gaylord ... Sweet Dreams defeated 
Steve Stampede ... Colt Justice wrestled The 
Nightmare to a double-disqualification ... San 
Antonio Rose & Susan Green beat Radiance & 
Lelani Kal ... J.W. & S.W. Steele beat Cruiser & 
Snake Lewis in a Texas tornado match. 
(05-31-97) 

—Dan Parris 


COLUMBIA—WCW at the Township Auditorium: 
Bobby Eaton defeated Konnan ... Hector Garza 
(substituting for Rey Misterio Jr.) defeated Psicosis 
... Public Enemy beat The Barbarian & Hugh 
Mortis in a streetfight ... Cruiserweight champ Syxx 
beat U.S, champ Dean Malenko in a match in which 
no titles were at stake ... “Diamond” Dallas Page 
beat Marcus Bagwell ... Rick & Scott Steiner beat 
Ric Flair & Jeff Jarrett when Scott pinned Jarrett. 


(05-20-97) 
—Michael Carpenter 


TENNESSEE 


LEBANON—North American All-Star Wrestling at 
the Armory: Billy Briggs defeated Farren Foxx by 
disqualification ... The Scufflin’ Hillbilly beat 
Quinton Kobain by disqualification ... The 
Colorado Kid beat Farren Foxx ... Samantha 
defeated Candi Devine ... Bill Dundee beat Tom 
Burton ... The Colorado Kid & Billy Briggs beat 
Farren Foxx & Quinton Kobain. 
(05-31-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States Wrestling at the 
Sampson Center: Denny Cooley defeated Terry 
Dugger ... Bad Boy Buck beat The Macho Midget 
... Danny & Bam Bam Christian defeated The 
Jabroni World Order by disqualification ... 
Heavyweight champion Steve Flynn pinned Frank 
Parker ... Steve Flynn defeated Bobby Blaze ... 
Beau James beat Brian Logan in a Texas death 
match ... Jimmy Valiant defeated “Dollywood” 
Hulk Cooper in a hair vs. hair match. 
(05-31-97) 

—Fay Ferguson & Allan Barrie 


CHATTANOOGA—WCW Saturday Night taping at 
the UTC Arena: Horseshoe Head defeated 
Hardbody Harrison ... Meng defeated Joe Gomez 
... Hugh Morris pinned Johnny Swinger ... Psicosis 
defeated Jim Powers ... Rick & Scott Steiner beat 
La Parka & Ciclope ... Wrath defeated Joey Maggs 
... Jeff Jarrett beat Alex Wright ... Public Enemy 
defeated Mark Starr & Jerry Flynn ... Hector Garza 
defeated Billy Kidman ... Ultimo Dragon beat 
Damian ... Marcus Bagwell beat Rick Fuller ... 
Harlem Heat defeated The Power Company ... 
“Diamond” Dallas Page defeated Konnan by dis- 
qualification ... Joe Gomez defeated The Renegade 
... Masa Chono defeated Kevin Kirby ... Alex 
Wright beat Joey Maggs ... Ultimo Dragon beat 
Billy Kidman ... Meng defeated Jim Powers ... La 
Parka beat Rick Fuller ... The Great Muta beat Rick 
Thorn ... Dallas Page beat Marcus Bagwell. 
(05-27-97) 

—Chris Cameron 


NASHVILLE—WCW Monday Nitro at the Municipal 
Auditorium: Hector Garza, Super Calo, & Juventud 
Guerrera beat La Parka, Ciclope, & Damian ... 
Psicosis pinned Alex Wright .,. Wrath defeated 
Mark Starr ... Konnan beat Villano IV ... The Great 
Muta wrestled to a no-contest with Masa Chono ... 
The Barbarian defeated Jim Powers ... The Giant 
defeated Rick Fuller, Jerry Flynn, & Johnny 


Swinger in a handicap match ... Harlem Heat beat 
Jeff Jarrett & Steve McMichael. 


(05-26-97) 
—Matthew Duffield 


KNOXVILLE—WCW at the Civic Coliseum: Alex 
Wright defeated Billy Kidman ... Jeff Jarrett beat 
Meng ... Marcus Bagwell defeated Scotty Riggs 
.. Rick & Scott Steiner defeated Public Enemy ... 
U.S. champ Dean Malenko wrestled to a draw with 
Rey Misterio Jr. ... “Diamond” Dallas Page beat 
Mortis ... The Giant defeated Scott Hall & Kevin 
Nash by disqualification in a handicap match. 
(05-25-97) 

—Bill Needham 


KNOXVILLE—Tennessee Mountain Wrestling at 
Chilhowee Park: Regulator Stone defeated Hot 
Dog Willie ... Robbie Rage beat Candi Devine to 
win the women’s title ... Light heavyweight champ 
Ricky Rocket beat Kid Lightning ... Ronnie 
Garvin defeated heavyweight champ Chris 
Powers to win the title ... Tag team champions The 
Memphis Mafia defeated Dr. Dan & The Orderly 
and J.T. Coleminer & Chaos in a triangle match ... 
Tim Reed wrestled to a double-countout with Jeff 
Anderson ... Tony Anthony beat Bobby Fulton. 
(05-24-97) 

—Bill Needham 


VIRGINIA 


SECRET COVE—Ultimate Championship Wrestling 
at the Secret Cove Sports Bar: Shorty Small won a 
battle royal ... Cannonball Jones defeated Lady 
Killer ... Swede Stone wrestled to a double-countout 
with Dan Rage ... Stars 'n’ Bars beat The 
Assassins ... John Masters defeated Masked 
Intensity for the Mid-Atlantic title ... Brandi Wine 
defeated Midnight Widow .., The Bushwhackers 
defeated Big & Beautiful, 
(05-24-97) . 

—Eddie Cheslock 


WASHINGTON 


TACOMA—WWF at the Tacome Dome: Leif 
Cassidy beat Bob Holly ... The Blackjacks beat 
Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon ... Rockabilly beat 
Jesse James ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat 
Goldust ... Mankind beat Rocky Maivia ... The 
Road Warriors defeated Crush & Savio Vega ... 
Faaroog defeated Ahmed Johnson (Ken 
Shamrock was the special guest referee) ... Steve 
Austin & The Undertaker beat Owen Hart & 
Davey Boy Smith by disqualification. 
(05-31-97) 

—George Davidson 


WEST VIRGINIA 


WEST LIBERTY—ECW at the Junior College: The 
Pit Bulls defeated Little Guido & Tracey 
Smothers ... Chris Candido defeated Chris 
Chetti ... Axl Rotten beat Super Nova ... Spike 
Dudley beat Wolfie D ... Stevie Richards defeated 
Raven ... The Sandman defeated B. Mahoney ... 
Tommy Dreamer & Beulah McGillicutty beat 
Shane Douglas & Francine ... Tag team champs 
The Eliminators beat “Big” Dick & D-Von Dudley. 
(05-25-97) 

—Brian Jacobs 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 

BEAUHARNOIS, QUEBEC—Northern Champion- 
ship Wrestling at the Civic Center: The Playboy & 
Frankie the Mobster defeated Black Eagle & Pat 


Thompson ... The Cult defeated The Sweet Boys 
by disqualification ... Golem the Giant beat Dream 
Killer ... Marc the Grizzly beat The Super 
Headhunters in a handicap match ... The Dream 
Warriors beat El Diablero & The Ninja ... Iceman 
defeated Frank Blues to win the Quebec title. 


(05-31-97) 
—Bertrand Hebert 


RIGAUD, QUEBEC—NCW at the Civic Center: 
Frank Blues defeated Iceman for the Quebec title 
... The Dream Warriors beat The Cult ... The 
Cosa Nostra beat Black Eagle & The Playboy ... 
Mare the Grizzly beat Golem the Giant ... Daniel 
Leon defeated Esel Krap ... The Sweet Boys 
defeated El Diablero & Super Headhunter ... 
Ricky Rek defeated Tommy Rose. 


(05-25-97) 
—Bertrand Hebert 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—Canadian Wrestling 
Federation at Chalmers Community Center: Junior 
heavyweight champ Mike Myers pinned Bobby 
Collins ... ron Man beat Alex Rain by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Frat Pack beat Jackie Youngblood & 
Caveman Broda ... Brian Jewel pinned Brother 
Midnite ... Tag team champs Vance Nevada & J.T. 
Atlas beat Robby Royce & Bobby Bolton. 
(05-22-97) 

—Vern May 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 


NOVEMBER 


FLORIDA 


MIAMI—NWA at the Auditorium: Bobby Shane 
pinned Mr. Miami ... Buddy Colt & Phil Robley 
beat Tim Woods & Hiro Matsuda ... Mike 
Webster pinned Bob Orton ... Dick Slater beat 
Tito Montez ... Bob Griffin defeated Redbeard ... 
Joe Nova defeated Scott Casey. 


(11-01-72) 
—Stuart B. Anthony 


NEW YORK 

NEW YORK—WWWF at Madison Square Garden: 
The Great Scott defeated Larry Hamilton ... Pat 
O'Conner beat Bob Longevin ... Danny McShain 
defeated Larry Montruin ... Eduardo Castillo & 
Luis Martinez defeated Ludwig Von Krupp & Paul 
Berger ... Don Eagle and Karl Von Hess wrestled 
to a draw ... Antonino Rocca & Miguel Perez 
defeated Roy Shires & Jerry Graham ... Edouardo 
Carpentier wrestled Killer Kowalski to a no-contest 
as the match was stopped due a city curfew, 


(11-02-57) 
—PWI archives 


NORTH CAROLINA 


GREENSBORO—NWA Starrcade at the Greensboro 
Coliseum: Denny Brown defeated Mike Davis for 
the NWA junior heavyweight title ... Brian Adias 
pinned Mr. Ito ... Jesse Barr beat Mike Graham ... 
Buzz Tyler & Assassin | defeated The Zamboule 
Express ... Manny Fernandez pinned Black Bart 
... Paul Jones beat Jimmy Valiant in a loser- 
leaves-town tuxedo match ... Mid-Atlantic champion 
Ron Bass defeated Dick Slater by disqualification 
... lvan & Nikita Koloff beat Ole Anderson & Keith 
Larsen ... Tully Blanchard defeated Rick 
Steamboat ... Wahoo McDaniel pinned Superstar 
Graham ... World champion Ric Flair beat Dusty 
Rhodeg when referee Joe Frazier stopped the bout 
because of a cut on Rhodes' head, 
(11-29-84) ; 

—Heather Brown 
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WWF PHOTOS & POSTERS 
ae (1996) 


$5.00 each or (amy 10 for $45.00) 

(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 
Choose from: 
Bret Hart 
Sunny 


The Undertaker Owen Hart 
Vader British Bulidog 
Mare Mero Shawn Michaels = Mankind 
Sable Amed Johnson  Golddust 
Smoking Gunns Psycho Sid 


$6.00 each or (any 2 for $10.00) 
(posters come rolled and in plastic for protection) 
Choose from: Sunny Bret Hart 

The Undertaker Shawn Michaels 


SUPERSIZE STUFFED 
HULK HOGAN DOLLS 
by Ace Novelty (1991) 
These are Supersize Stutfed Hulk Hogan Dolts 
with a plush body with a detailed face. Hulk is 
wearing a “Python Power” bandana 
2 ‘Ie ft Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll...... $25.00 ea. 
3 ‘fe fl Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll....... $50.00 ea. 
SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
LEAGUE ACTION FIGURES 
Rare 5” Mexican Action Figures 
(made by the Original San Francisco Toymakers, 1992) 

Choose from: 
Vampiro Canadiense Uitimo Dragon 
Long hair and vampire Has red hair and black dragon 
paints, (comes from Canada) mask. (comes from Japan) 
$15.00 each or (set of 2 for $25.00) 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18” STUFFED DOLLS 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 

They are just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies that were put out a few 
years back. They stand 18" tall, 
Choose from: $25.00 each or (any 2 for $40.00) 
Pierroth - A wrestler with a Tinieblas - A wrestler with a full 
yellow and black mask, yellow black face mask with yellow and red 
shirt, black pants and black also. on the mask. He has red boots 
bools. with yellow tights. 


WCW HULESTER RACING 43 
MATCHBOX DIECAST 
COLLECTOR SETS 

by White Rose (1995) 
This is an authentically detailed 3 Piece set Matchbox car size which con- 
tains a Hulk Hogan racing car, Peterbilt.trailer to hold Hogan racing car and 
WCW “Richard Petty” pit tour truck. The set of 3 comes in a red box. This 

wae a very limited edition set. $25.00 per set or (2 sete for $40.00) 


PAYMENT TEAMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ONA 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


COLLECTIBLE WHESTLERS ASSORTMENT 


FRAFRFEFI® 


6” WCW WRESTLING FIGURES 
(All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakere 


1996 WCW 2nd Series Figures 
Johnny B Badd (silver fights)... 

Ric Flair (green tights and boots) .. 

Sting (pink and yellow tights) 

Jimmy Hart (red suit and pants) 

Kevin Sullivan (blue tights) 

Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt w/ sohaa 

Vader #2 (black and red) ... : 


Hulk Hogan (Pre-ting yellow/red outfit) 
Sting (new black and pink outfit) ... 

Ric Flair (red tights) ... 

Big Bubba Rogers (black pants ‘and hat) 
Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) ... a 
Alex Wright (leather jacket/blue tights) . kenrs 
Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (red/yellow) 

Booker T (from Harlem Beat) 

Stevie Ray (from Harlem uot 

The Giant (black tights) .... 

Complete set of all 10 series $3 figures... 
WCW WRESTLING RING = 3y= 


NeM= wares? 
(Mint in box) $40.00 each 
with 4 electronic sounds and 


i i ae 
removable steel c vc Ring 2 
sizeis 13 1/2" by13 1/2") = a = 


97 WCW 3rd SERIES TAG-TEAM 2 PACKS 
“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!" 

$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 

Choose from: Blue Bloods!!!! 

Harlem Heat (blue outfits) | Nasty Boys (green outfits) 

NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outfits) 


WCW MONDAY 
NITRO 1997 

7 1/2" Action Figures 
(w/ vibrating action) 
$10.00 each or complete set 
of 8 for $75.00 
Choose from: 
Hollywood Hogan Sting (w/ bat) 
Scott Hall Kevin Nash 
The Giant Lex Lugar 
Chris Benoit —Kevin Sullivan 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


1-401-946-5720 SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER 


1-401-946-8492 ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOC; 


ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED Sage DAY RECEIVED 


Address: [maken eV ae Inc. 


P.O. Box 19482, [maken eV ae RI 02919 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards =a 
Cardz Inc. These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk 
logan, Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Am Anderson, etc. 
Some packs contain inserted autographed cards. 
($2.00 per pack) (10 packs for $10. 00) (96 pack box for $25.00) 


VERY RARE ITEM! 
WCW MAIN EVENT 1995 
TRADING CARD 28" X 38" 
UNCUT CARD SHEET 


= An uncut card sheet is of 100 cards thal are on a lame 

Tam poster size sheet that are not ever soki this way. The fac~ 

fory cuts these sheets and makes them into baseball size 

“ES"- cards that they put in packs, There are 50 different cards 

on eechsheot wth 2 of each cand in dileont aot on the show. These maka 
perfect wall hanging for any room in your house, We are probably the only company 
to carry this rare collectible! ONLY $20.00 ENTIRE UNCUT SHEET 


OTHER WCW CARDS 
Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros., 
Sting, Freebirds, atc. (1991) $10.00 per sat 


WCW GOLD CARDS (1992 
A deluxe version of WCW cards that are super-high 
by impel 12p 


photos, 
8 for $10.00 


You control Hulk Hogan in this 
famecorne rescue mission whore 
you belie against your opponents 
‘and try to save the day. has ex- 
Ir large screen, has muliievels 
of gueme ply and hes a scund om 
By and off button. (mint in] 49705 (any 4 for $10.00) 
pactxgn) Cay $15.0 ch eee 


WCW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 


11 OFFICIAL Setaleclesn ep Rec tin sacra 
Songs included are: “Don't Step to Ron’, "Man : 


Stars, etc (our choice) 
1990s (any 4 for $10.00) 


DOT"; Fresbird Forever’ “Simply Ravishing"; # 

“Johnny B Badd’; “The Natural"; “The Dragon”; ¥ 

“He's Smokin’; “Steinerized” 

Faclory sealed by Grand Theft Records (1992) 
Compact Disc version is $20.00 
Cassette Tape version is $12.00 


BRADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS | 
Re HERETO ence ee ee 

Adult Medium........ $20,00 ea. Adult Large $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large ....... $20.00 ea. Adult XX-Large 


BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer white workout t-shirt w/ the Badstreet U.S.A. logo. 100% colton. 
Adult Medium ....... $20.00 ea, Adult Large .»+ $20.00 6a, 
Adull X-Large .... . $20.00 ea. 


Badstreet USA Black Baseball Cap 1... 916,00 @8. 


“OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE (1987) 
Featuring Michael Hayes, the Freebirds and the Badstreat Band, produced by 
Jimmy Papa. A cassette from 1987 by Grand Thaft Productions, Great sounding 
high bias chrome tape w/ 11 songs featuring the hi “Badstreet USA” Factory 
sealed by Grand Theft Productions (1987) 

Cassette version is $15.00 each 
FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FIAND 


SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2,00 FOR A COPY 


INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 
All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their Copyright Owners. 


(1990 - 1994) WWF T-Shirts by Triaity Co. 


WORLD WRESTLING All T-shirts made from 100% cotton. All shirts come in adult and ki 
15.0000, Adult T-shirts .... eae 
Sizes Available 


FEDERATION 
HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 
"(all mint in package) © WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES i Kids X-Large * Adult Medium Adu X-Large 
All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each, Adult Large Adull XX-Large 
Bret Hart #1 Tatanka #1 Brutus Beefcake #1 
: Dragon Steamboat 
The Mountie 
Undertacker #1 
Giant Gonzalez 
Marty Janetty 
Headshrinker Fatu Headshnoker Samu 
OTHER WWF HASBRO 4" ge dian ACTION FIGURES 
Utimate W ari if $i Texas Toma $50.00 
Fekiie "Hato era otf . WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
Pipa Typhoon $0.00 by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


$25.00 9a. Hulk Hogan (Gerla | 
Bor = Shawn Michaels #2 Bret Hart #1 Bret Hart #2 Paycho Sid #1 
1g ; fopps (1987) Each pack contains 9 picture cards 


) WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS e $2.0 pa peck 10 pact lor $1000 
WWF Tag early i datasmt f ro3 4 § ‘ Special Deal - Ful factory box of 28 packs for only $20 
The Bushwackors #1 (Luke § Busch) ____ $20.00 i" ; ; WWE Superstars Sticker Pacis by Euro Fan 
. ‘ dalam i agclagar ype de eral rnd rhe : 
European marta «enw $1,00 per pack or 15 packs for $10.00 


WE Superstar Tinng Card by Marin (Rae) 
(Only sold in itmly) Each pack contains 8 cards. The front is i English and 
Marc Mero #i = Owen Hart #1 Sra Buldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 | the back is im ltalsn (rare cofactors 


in Hyctnipe regrets ye 
1996/1997 WWF BEND-EMS Also Available pcre es of 
By Jon Tom tle gue a a fey 45.00 figure fr $25 00) BANDANAS oes — $e Cora many WA SuperanHed, H U 
Int Serion $7.00 each or set of 3 for $20.00) = ; 
hep Mea Dock - a $7050 Fazer Pamon $700 0 Undertaker / Shawn Michaels / WWF Logo Suiauiasenreennces ae 
The Undartaior $790 ea. Bits) Buddog . $700.00 123 Kid $1) 00 ee Mabel Mea = only $5.00 each 


silt Shen ink: in eed mes Sito Yoo th WWF LIFESIZE | WWF 1994 ACTION 


Sumy Me lec hen $720 ee Pato St _ $700 aa. STAND-UPS cana TRADING 

OFFICIAL WWF SUPERSLAM WRESTLING RING Advanced Graphics (1996 

For 5” Bend-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- be Standups are oki ) WWF Action teens 1 

fam figure. The bation ofthis rng converts infos canying | <= SS == and actual size Eampach orate irr cy bcos ng rk 
case for the Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set C aoa: Standups are Thaes arg ha boat ioe of varde made, Thoy look 


NEW WWF ACTION FIGURES-WWF SUPERSTARS | shawn Michaols The Undertaker $30.00 each. Fair initanty ool Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 


Jakks Toys (1996-1 New line of WWF Action Figures based on some " f i 
Pine most popular WWF jars. Each figure hae a “Bone Crunching Bret Hart Diesel oar the Undersbar urd iderhe tan anor haere : 


ie These are only available to our United States customers, We can not 
Sound” when posed. These action figures are 6” tall, Chooses from: Ll separ tts henna err Weg Bren: (82.0 po (pack to, (10 pack 


soe $15.00 00; Undortakor # Sr, must give strogt address (no P.O. boxes). (Complete box of 24 packs for $24,0c/eet 


Se ee Sj WWF 9” PVC FIGURES ()/ WWF DELUXE (12x) POSTER BOOKS 
BB) by Appinuse (1990) $5.00 sa | ty Ceettcun Pros (151) 
: ic pets eae, Set of 2 different WWF Full Calor Posterbooks (each 


mare 12x58) 
Each Postar Book contains 8 Full Color Posters: 


Urato Wart, Jv uppan, By Boxs Man, ard the Ucar 
no 800 08 ei i» Spree You gst both posterbooks for ondy $19.00 
Sanioe meee $15.00 68, Brith Bulldog — ‘ eS IESEL GURE PAC! Fabio's Costumes (1998) Chikdrer’'s Costumes 

Armed Joinion $15.0 68. Mankind This was a Limited Edition 2 Figure vet COLLECTORS | ih Uncertain «wi jampeut A mak 
Sat of til 6 Sed Serien Figines for $70.00 as Pack that was fimited to only 10,000 Hak 

ph 15.00 08. “She Cok’ Stove fain $i aote, Tive.tamm Z-Pick Sa ried fro “Hamar Hert amp & ma 
feet ee a ot pabes Justn Hewk Bracohew eee ; distribution, The Razor Ramon has Loops (12-14) - $20.00 on, 

a yellow outfit and the Diesel has 


Vader #2 _.....-_———— $15.00 68. Harter Hearst Halmaey Shee ay . WARRIOR COMIC BOOK 
r 4th Series 2-Packs - ‘ Big Daddy Cool” written on his 
. -Serony Ra ng yerast shirt. {May 1968) by Ultimate Crnations 


Pau Gearer & Mankind ob Backlund & Sultan * A E] Special Price for # Limited Time | This is the first comic book of tha 
Clarance Mason & Crush Sable & Marc Maro “Wildman ue — Only $30,00 set of 2 Utimate Warrior 


PAYMENT TERMS; 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC 1-401-946-5720 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A SHIPPING 1S $5.00 PER ORDER 5 FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 

PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 


30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 1-401-946-8492 PIG Ro AAS) weibouich SEND $2.00 FOR ACOPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their Copyright Owners. 
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(Continued from page 5) 


September 1997). The two of them may 
have had a celebrated feud that began in 
the early-1980s, but they should both be 
man enough to put that behind them. 
Haven’t they learned anything about 
respecting their adversaries? 
These men have done a lot to gar- 
ner reputations as two of the greatest 
wrestlers in recent history, but their 
s—% = legendary status will be in jeopardy if 
a they do battle again. Flair has done 


Terry Funk and Tommy Dreamer celebrate 
after Funk's victory for the ECW heavy- 
weight title in April. Reader Diana Glenn 
thinks Funk owes Dreamer a title shot. 


: 

% ae enough in the past year or so to tarnish 
his pristine image, and I’d hate to see 

Piper do the same. If they battle, they 

will lose a lot of respect in the eyes of 

many fans. 

If they don’t get rid of this foolish 
notion soon, they will end up like those 
two old guys in Grumpy Old Men, fight- 
ing over every 50-year-old good-look- 
ing babe that moves into their territory. 
And much like I dread every sequel to 
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chance to wrestle his idol and prove 
that he is worthy of the heavyweight 
title all during one match. If he could 
beat Funk, it would be like a 
rite of passage for him. He’d 
elevate himself to a new level 
in the wrestling community. If 
Dreamer lost, he’d be man 
enough to recognize that Funk 
was just the better man and 
that he is still relatively young 
and has more to learn about 
this sport. 

Funk is already a legend in 
this sport and has nothing to 
lose with this match. He should 
return Dreamer’s favor by giv- 
ing him a chance at the glory 
he’s always wanted. 

DIANA GLENN 
Evansville, IN 


STOP IT NOW! 

I think it would be a shame 
if Ric Flair and “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper ruined their great 
reputations by battling each 
other again (“Ric Flair & 


that movie, I dread this feud as well. 
JOEL CLARK 
Bridgeport, CT [1] 


(oe : Roddy Piper and Ric Flair have feuded many times 
Roddy Piper: The Glad Talk over the last 15 years, but reader Joel Clark does 
Will Turn To Mad Talk,” notwant to see them battling it out one more time. 
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JEFF JARRETT: Where’s Steve? 
Who cares? Nah, I’m only kidding! 
Steve is a busy man, and I think he’d 
_ appreciate it that his wife doesn’t have 
to eat dinner alone. Who pays? We 
usually get separate checks. 

PWI; Surely the two of you under- 
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debra-jarrett 


RRR ERROR EERO EEK R EHH O RHEE Re 


(Continued from page 21) 


stand why this looks bad. 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: You 
know what? I’m with Jeff on this one. 
Who cares? We’re friends, that’s all. 
We’ve had dinner together a few 
times, we’ve gone to parties together, 
but we just did that as representatives 


=~ 


We get the feeling that part of McMichael 
would like to do to Jeff Jarrett what he’s 
doing to Alex Wright in this picture. We 
wouldn't be surprised to see those two 


partners feuding very soon. 


of the Horsemen. If people can’t deal 
with that, fine, but I can’t go around 
all worried about people’s perceptions. 

PWI: Do you, Steve, and Jeff hang 
out together a lot? 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: Not much. 

PWI: The thing is that you’re one 
of the only people, besides 
Ric Flair, who wanted Jarrett 
in the Horsemen. 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: 
That’s right, and I think I 
was being pretty perceptive. 
Jeff is absolutely 100 percent 
Horseman material. If he 
doesn’t belong in the 
Horsemen, then who does? 

PWI: Your husband? 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: 
Now you’re just trying to 
stir things up. Let me say 
this, and I’m only gonna say 
it one time: Jeff knows this 
is true, because I’ve told 
him: I’m married to Steve 
and I love him very much. 
I’ve always been a loyal 
wife. I always will be. We’re 
very happy. I don’t spend 
my time thinking about Jeff 
in that way. 

PWI: And you, Jeff? 

JEFF JARRETT: Me? 
Heck, I’ve never been a loyal 
wife! Yeah, but seriously, I 
respect Steve and Debra’s 
marriage. People have said a 
lot of bad things about me, 
but nobody’s ever accused 
me of being a homewrecker. 
What red-blooded male 
wouldn’t be interested in 
Debra if she was available? 
But I just look at her as a 
very good friend. 

PWI: And you, Debra? 

DEBRA McMICHAEL: 
I think we’ve just about said 
it all. Besides, I’ve got to go 
shopping. 

JEFF JARRETT: No, 
I’m not going withher! () 
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Owen and Davey Boy (shown double-teaming Phil 
Lafon) have been the WWF's best team over the 
last year. That partnership, however, has had its 
problems. Now that Owen has that I-C belt, it 
would be a good time for him to move on. 


The “sharpshooter” is a 
hold Owen first start using 
to antagonize Bret, who 
taught it to him in the first 
place. He was obsessed 
with beating Bret back then, 
Now he’s focused on help- 
ing his brother. Too 
focused, perhaps. 
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healed? Will he shun his brother, as he 
did for years? 

“Owen Hart has to realize his des- 
tiny,” said an old mentor of Owen’s, 
who spoke under terms of anonymi- 
ty. “He has to stare himself in the 
mirror and ask the following ques- 
tion: ‘Do I have guts?’ I don’t mean 
the kind of guts that Bret has—a man 
who has overcome injuries and a pro- 
tracted layoff to return to the ring. I 
mean guts, as in the nerve to over- 
come all the internal doubt that has 
haunted him, held him back profes- 
sionally and personally. I only hope 
that his losing the tag team title 
serves as a wakeup call.” 

If it doesn’t, perhaps Owen Hart’s 
recent non-title match loss to Bob 
Holly will. Hart had dominated much 
of the match, but Holly broke Hart’s 
concentration with a reversal to score 
the win. Throughout the contest, 
Owen seemed to be looking ahead. 
Fortunately, he was able to come back 
strong a few weeks later to pin Holly 
in a title match. 

Growth, some very wise people 
say, comes in small steps. Owen has 
improved tremendously as a wrestler. 
He has improved only modestly, how- 
ever, as a businessman and as a per- 
son. He still needs to mature and real- 
ize that he is the future of the Hart 
family. Soon, he will carry the Hart 
torch. Let’s see if the flame he bears 
kindles his spirit or burns to cinders 
the Hart banner. fe] 
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press conference 
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(Continued from page 23) 


Sid is anxious to get another shot at The Undertaker, especially if "Taker remains 
+ WWF champion. He says he respects him, but he doesn’t like the fact that he allows 
Paul Bearer to manipulate him. 


was no way | could’ve done what | 
wanted to do. Does anybody know 
what kind of pain I was going 
through? No! So why don’t they 
just keep quiet! Who cares about 
their opinions? 

APTER: Strong words. A lot of 
people think you can take advan- 
tage of The Undertaker’s relation- 
ship with Paul Bearer. They’ve been 
arguing a lot, and it’s clear that 
Undertaker wouldn’t have taken 
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Bearer back as his manager if not 
for this dirty little secret he claims to 
have. 

SID: Are those the same people 
who thought | wasn’t really hurt? 

MANKIEWICZ: Touche. 

SID: Listen, I’m well past the 
point where | care about what peo- 
ple think. And let me tell you some- 
thing: Nothing’s gonna stop The 
Undertaker but me or The Un- 
dertaker himself. Bearer’s got noth- 


ing to do with anything. That’s all 
there is to it. | have a lot of respect 
for The Undertaker, If you wanna 
know the truth, | got no respect for 
Bearer. He’s a weasel. He doesn’t 
belong in wrestling, and if 1 get the 
chance, I’ll make sure he can never 
walk again. 

ROSENBAUM: Respect is a big 
word with you now. It seems as if 
you have a lot of respect for Shawn 
Michaels, too. 

SID: Shawn Michaels is a wor- 
thy opponent. What happened at 
the Royal Rumble between us 
wasn’t all his fault. It was mostly 
my fault. 

ROSENBAUM: Time out! Aren’t 
we taking this personal responsibili- 
ty thing a little too far? Shawn hit 
you with a TV camera. 

SID: Doesn’t matter. He did 
whatever it took to win, just like | 
did whatever it took to win and 
take the WWF title from him at 
Survivor Series last year. Don’t you 
remember? | clocked him—hit that 
old man Jose Lothario, too—and | 
don’t regret it. This whole business, 
it’s about winning the big matches 
and winning the WWF title. That’s 
all that matters, and it doesn’t mat- 
ter how you get it done, as long as 
you get it done. It’s called killer 
instinct and | have more of that 
than anyone else. 

APTER: So your relationship with 
Michaels ... 

SID: | wouldn’t really say | have 
a relationship with Shawn Michaels 
anymore. He’s a wrestler, I’m a 
wrestler. Sometimes our paths 
cross, and sometimes we’re on the 
same side. 

ROSENBAUM: But you saved 
him from an attack by Bret Hart not 
long after WrestleMania XIII. 

SID: Shawn Michaels didn’t 
need saving. | was just sick and 
tired of seeing Bret Hart and hear- 
ing him run his big, fat mouth. 
Turns out | was right about him. 


Hart’s nothing but a two- 
faced traitor. The New 
Hart Foundation is going 
down, and I'd like to see 
to that. 

APTER: Of course, not 
too long ago, you teamed 
with Bret Hart a few times, 

SID: Big mistake, but 
we all make mistakes. That 
was one of mine. | can’t 
see that ever happening 
again. 

MANKIEWICZ:; But it 
seems to me as if The 
Undertaker is the center of 
your attention. 

SID: He’s the champi- 
on, so that makes him the 
man to beat. Like | said, 
the only thing that matters 
is the WWF World title. 
He has it, | want it, I’m 
gonna get it back. That’s a 
personal guarantee. 

ROSENBAUM: Even 
though he beat you the last 
two times. 

SID: Doesn’t matter. | 
just want to beat him 
once. 

APTER: Sid, thanks for your time 
and good luck. 

SID: Just wait and see. | didn’t 
come back for nothing. I’ve got 


WL 


“No way, ref. I’m not hiding anything in my trunks.” 


A powerful blow to the back from Sid was all It took 
to get Bret Hart to release Shawn Michaels from his 
“sharpshooter” during a three-way match early this 
year. Sid doesn’t consider either man a friend, but 
he despises Hart. 


~_ 


enough money to retire for life, but 
that’s not what this is all about. Get 
the magazine covers ready. I’m 
gonna be champion again! Oo 
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PWi DREAM 


The third sensational PW/ Dream Tournament is upon us! 
Sixteen of our sport’s greatest duos are waging war ina 
single-elimination tournament—and you get to decide who wins! 


ILLUSTRATED Dream Tournament for singles competi- 
tors. This time, we're turning our attention to tag 
teams. 

The last PW/ Dream Tag Team Tournament began in the 
August 1991 issue and was decided in the April 1992 issue. 
In that tournament, The Road Warriors were declared the 
victors for the second time (they defeated Eric Embry & 
Tom Prichard, The Bushwhackers, and Lex Luger & Sting). 
Animal and Hawk also defeated Demolition in the inaugral 
tournament, which began in 1989. Can they make it three 
straight? 

Here's how it works. We've set up a tournament bracket 
containing 16 of the top teams in the sport today. There 
will be eight first-round bouts, four quarterfinal matches, 
two semifinals, and a final. You decide who you think 
would win each hypothetical match. We'll add up all the 
votes, and the team that wins each match advances to the 
next round, 

In this issue, we've listed the first-round pairings (deter- 
mined by random draw). Simply circle the name of the team 
you think would win each match, fill out the form on page 
63, attach any additional comments you might have, and 
send it to: PW/ Dream Tag Team Tournament, c/o Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 
19034. Or, for those of you who have on-line capability, you 
can cast your vote in cyberspace. Over the world wide web, 
the address is: http://www.cybrsports.com/wrestle/pwi. 
America Online subscribers can locate the voting area by 
using the keyword GS WRESTLING. You must pick a win- 
ner for each match. 

The deadline for ballots is September 10, 1997. We'll 
print the first-round results and quarterfinal pairings in the 
January 1998 issue; the semifinals will be held in the April 
1998 issue and the final in the July 1998 issue. Complete 
results will be printed in the September 1998 issue. 

in two months, we'll present the first-round results for 
the PW/ Dream Tournament, which runs on alternating 
months with the tag team tournament. But for now, read the 
following capsule summaries of the 16 duos, pick your win- 
ners, and send in your ballot. 

Who will win? That's up to you! 


| is ISSUE, WE began the third Pro WresTLING 
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THE COMPETITORS: 


Rick & Scott Steiner (WCW, combined weight: 483): The brothers 
from Michigan are very powerful, have fine technical skills, and are 
very experienced. Injuries have slowed them a bit. 

The Gangstas (ECW, combined weight: 456): New Jack and 
Mustafa Saed don’t have many scientific skills, but they're as tough as 
any duo and dangerous when allowed to use weapons. 

Henry & Phineas Godwinn (WWF, combined weight: 531); Former 
WWF tag champs brawl effectively but don’t usually fare well against 
quick, agile teams. 

PG-13 (ECW, combined weight: 445): Wolfie D and J.C. Ice are for- 
mer USWA tag team champs who excel at double-teaming and in fast- 
paced matches but struggle against bigger foes. 

Headbangers (WWF, combined weight: 488): Unorthodox Mosh 
and Thrasher are good in the air and on the mat but can be overpow- 
ered fairly easily. 

Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith (WWF, combined weight: 472): 
Former WWF tag team champs offer a good blend of science, aerial 
skills, and power. Overconfidence can be a problem. 

Jun Akiyama & Takao Omori (All-Japan, combined weight: 490): 
Both use a lot of suplexes and some power moves; Omori is quicker 
and more agile. 

Steve Austin & Shawn Michaels (WWF, combined weight: 475): 
Reigning WWF tag champs work well together when they're not argu- 
ing. Problem is, they almost always argue. 

Satoshi Kojima & Manabu Nakanishi (New Japan, combined 
weight: 525): IWGP tag champs double-team foes with power. 
Nakanishi is a suplex master, while Kojima is very agile. 

Road Warriors (WWF, combined weight: 560): Animal and Hawk 
are still intimidating and strong, but they lack stamina and are not as 
resilient as they once were. 

Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon (WWF, combined weight: 475): Former 
All-Japan greats have been inconsistent in the WWF. Good technical 
wrestlers have had injury problems. 

Public Enemy (WCW, combined weight: 514): Rocco Rock and 
Johnny Grunge use tables as weapons better than any duo. Good 
brawlers, average technical wrestlers. 

Harlem Heat (WCW, combined weight: 550): Brothers Stevie Ray 
and Booker T are seven-time WCW champs. Both use many different 
kinds of kicks and love when the action gets very rough. 

Eliminators (ECW, combined weight: 459): John Kronus and Perry 
Saturn can brawl with any team in ECW, but they're even better in sci- 
entific matches. Few duos have better teamwork. 

Jeff Jarrett & Steve McMichael (WCW, combined weight: 498): 
Another duo with a good combination of science and raw power. 
Constant bickering has held them back. 

Scott Hall & Kevin Nash (NWO, combined weight: 646): Current 
WCW tag champs are intimidating, powerful, and mean, but they 
sometimes struggle against teams with great scientific skills. 
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THE GODWINNS 


MICHAELS 
AUSTIN 


RICK & SCOTT 
STEINER THE GANGSTAS 


HEADBANGERS MOMont ‘ 


OWEN & 
DAVEY BOY 


FIRST-ROUND 
WINNERS 


FIRST-ROUND 
WINNERS 
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HARLEM HEAT —_ELIMINATORS pric ty NASH & HALL 


KOJIMA & FURNAS 
NAKANISHI ROAD WARRIORS & LAFON PUBLIC ENEMY 
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: PWI DREAM TAG TEAM TOURNAMENT Name: Age: __ 
c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED Address: 

' Box 1148 aa ; are 
"Fort Washington, PA 19034 City: State: Zip: 


; Additional comments welcome! The deadiine for first-round ballots is September 10, 1997. First-round results 
‘ will be presented in the January 1998 issue of Pao WRESTUNG ILLUSTRATED, on sale November 4. Look for the 
first-round results and quarterfinal Pairings for the PWI Dream Toumament in our Holiday 1997 issue! 
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TOP 10 


THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 


LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 
(-} No. 3 

JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 
{-) U.S. 


OWEN HART 
227, Calgary, Alberta 
(3) WWE intercontinental 


260, Tampa, FL 


STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 


REY MISTERIO JR. 
140, San Diego, CA 


TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 


oonowui»re ws nv = 


DEAN MALENKO 
216, Tampa, FL 


(2) No, 5 contender: WCW World title 


ES 
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TAZ 
248, Red Hook, NY 
(-) FCW TV 


(1) WWE World champion 


WCW World title 


champion 
DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 


(10) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 
(5) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 


(-) No. 4 contender: WCW World title 


(9) ECW heavyweight champion 


TAG TEAMS 


| THE GIANT & LEX LUGER 

Combined weight: 695 pounds 

{-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 

THE ROAD WARRIORS 

Combined weight: 560 pounds 

(3) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tug title _ 
3 SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 

Combined weight: 646 pounds 

(4) WCW World team champions 

RICK & SCOTT STEINER 

Combined weight: 483 pounds 

(2) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tog title _ 
S HARLEM HEAT 

Combined weight: 550 pounds 

(8) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
6 BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 

Combined weight: 585 pounds 

=) ECW tag team ons 
7 HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 

Combined weight: 531 pounds 

=) No. 2 contenders: WWE World tag title 
8 SABU & ROB VAN DAM 

Combined weight: 447 pounds 

{-) Ne. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
9 THE HEADBANGERS 

Combined weight: 488 pounds 

(-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
10 THE GANGSTAS 

Combined weight: 456 pounds 

(9) No. 2 contenders: ECW tag title 
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wcw 
World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA 
1—JEFF JARRETT 
(6) 230, Nashville, TN 
2—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
(4) 260, Tampa, FL 
LUGER 


{-) 265, Chicago, IL 
4—REY MISTERIO JR. 

(7) 140, San Diego, CA 
5—DEAN MALENKO 

(1) 216, Tampa, FL 
6—CHRIS BENOIT 

(8) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 


YXX 

(5) 212, Minneapolis, MN 
8—LORD STEVEN REGAL 

(2) 247, Blackpool, England 


9—CHRIS JERICHO 
(-) 225, Vancouver, BC 


NG 
(9) 294, Tonga 


WWE 
World Champion: 
THE UNDERTAKER 
(C) 328, parts unknown 
1—OWEN HART 
{1) 227, Calgary, Alberta 
2—BIG VAN VADER 
(10) 450, Denver, CO 
STIN 
(3) 241, Dallas, TX 


4—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(6) 279, Greenwich, CT 


KIND 
(4) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


AAROOG 

(2) 291, Perry, GA 
7—GOLDUST 

(8) 254, Austin, TX 
8—BRIAN PILLMAN 

{-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
9—DAVEY BOY SMITH 

{-) 245, leeds, England 

10—CRUSH 
{-) 322, Kona, Hl 
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TERRY FUNK 
(C) 247, Amarillo, TX 


1—TAZ 

(6) 248, Red Hook, NY 
2—SHANE DOUGLAS 

(3) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—CHRIS CANDIDO 

(8) 226, Carteret, NJ 
4—TOMMY DREAMER 

{5) 245, Yonkers, NY 
5—LOUIE SPICOLLI 

(7) 248, los Angeles, CA 
6—THE SANDMAN 

(2) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
7—ROB VAN DAM 

(-) 227, Battle Creek, MI 


8—SABU 
(9) 220, Bombay 


L ROTTEN 
{-) 302, Philadelphia, PA 
10—B. MAHONEY 
(10) 361, Carteret, NJ 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BILLY TRAVIS 
(4) 218, Houston, TX 
2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
{1} 230, Memphis, TN 
3—NEW DIESEL 
(6) 285, Miami, FL 
4—NEW RAZOR 
(5) 345, Detroit, Ml 
CH MANTEL 
(2) 224, Oil Trough, TX 
6—MIKE SAMPLES 
(3) 252, Indianapolis, IN 
7—FLASH FLANAGAN 
(8) 221, Detroit, MI 
8—SPELLBINDER 
(9) 273, parts unknown 
9—TONY WILLIAMS 
{-) 235, Memphis, TN 


10—PAUL DIAMOND 
(-} 243, Minneapolis, MN 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a point value: 


10 points for a firstplace rating, nine for second place, and so on, Pink Assassin; 9—Mohammed Hussein; 10—Salyatore Sincere. 
The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been com- 
piled, with a possible maximum of 100 points. Each issue we'll pre- NEW DIMENSION WRESTLING: ion—Rick Link; 1—Ken Spence; 2—Mr. Excellent; 3—Ricky 


sent the top five finishers in each category. While our regular ratings 
reflect the past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


Anderson; 9—Bill Armstrong; 10—Jack Spade. 


D; 9—Farren Foxx; 10—Buddy Londell, 


NORTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Iceman; 1—~Golem the Giant; 2—Frank 
Blues; 3—Syl the Sodist; 4—Fronkie the Mobster; 5—Daniel Leon; 6—Wvon the Terrible: 7—Mare the 
Grizzly; 8—Esel Krap; 9—Romeo the Playboy; 10—Marce the Gangster of Love. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: 
Dorling; 3—Glen Osbourne; 4—Col. had Hussein; 


Serta Master; 1—Bart Gunn; 2—Ace 


5—Bob Holly; 6—Boogie Woogie Brown; 7—Reckless 


Youth; 8—Julio Sanchez; 9—Judd the Stud; 10—Pat Shamrock. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Italian Stolion; 1—Madd Maxine; 2—Terty Austin; 3— 
George South; 4—Flaming Youth; 5—Rock Bottom; 6—Gladiator ll; 7—Chris Hamrick; 8—Mosked 


Manioc; 9—Crvel Connection ||; 10—Tyrone Knox. 


WORLD WRESTLING COUNCIL: Champion—Corlos Colo; 1—Pablo Marquez; 2—Mohammad Hussein; 
3—Lo Ley; 4—Ram Man; 5—Alex G; 6—Abdullah the Butcher; 7—Chuck Singer; 8—Ray Gonzalez: 9— 


Great Sensoi; 10—Bret Sonders, 
NEW JAPAN ALL-JAPAN EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
SHINYA HASHIMOTO MITSUHARU MISAWA STEELE TITLE VACANT 
(C) 287, Gisu, Japan (C) 228, Saitama, Japan (C) 250, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
1—KEIJI MUTO 1—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 1—:SHOCKER 1—KONNAN 
(2) 245, Tokyo, Japan (2) 245, Tizhigi, Japan +) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico (-) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—RIKI CHOSHU 2—KENTA KOBASHI 2—HEADHUNTER | 2—LA PARKA 
(3) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan (1) 261, Tokyo, Japan (-) 450, Santo Domingo (-} 235, Torr¢on, Mexico ' 
3—MASA CHONO 3—AKIRA TAUE 3—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 3—PSICOSIS 
(1) 235, Tokyo, Japan (3) 265, Tokyo, Japan (-) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (-] 200, Tiajuana, Mexico 
4—JUSHIN LIGER 4—STAN HANSEN 4—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 4—CIEN CARAS 
(5) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (-) 322, Borger, TX (-) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (-) 235, Lagos de Moreno, Mexico 
5—SCOTT NORTON 5—JOHNNY ACE 5—ULTIMO DRAGON 5—HECTOR GARZA 
(4) 360, Minneapolis, MN (8) 250, San Bernardino, CA (-] 175, Mexico City, Mexico (+) 215, Monterrey, CA 
6—NAOYA OGAWA WILLIAMS 6—NEGRO CASAS 6—MASCARA SAGRADA 
(6) 286, Yamanishi, Japan (4) 265, Norman, OK [+] 175, Mexico City, Mexico (-] 220, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 7—GARY ALBRIGHT 7—SILVER KING 7—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(8) 225, Tokyo, Japan (10) 343, Billings, MT (+) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 140, San Diego, CA 
8—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 8—THE PATRIOT 8—FELINO 8—BLUE PANTHER 
(7) 234, Oita, Japan {-] 251, Columbia, SC [+] 165, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 9—JUN AKIY, 9—DR. WAGNER JR. 9—VAMPIRO CANADIENSE 
(10) 270, Tokyo, Japan (5) 230, Hiroshima, Japan [-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 220, Montreal, Quebec 
10—IMPOSTOR STING 10—MASA FUCHI 10—ATLANTIS 10—DANDY 
(9) 251, parts unknown (9) 225, Tokyo, Japan (+) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (+) 190, Guadalajara, Mexico 
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, For period ended June 26, 1997 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Kevin Sullivan; 1—Tony Atlas: 2—Vic Steamboat; 3— 
Tony Rumble; 4—E1 Mascorodo; 5—Storm Trooper; 6-—Abdulloh The Butcher; 7—Knuckles Nelson; 8— 


Morton; 4—Nanny Fernandez; 5—Bobby Fulton; 6—Maverick Chris; 7—Frank Parker; 8—Roger 


1) 


NORTH AMERICAN ALL-STAR WRESTLING: Champion—Tile Vocan!; 1—Colorado Kid; 2—Terry 
Golden; 3—Doug Gilbert; 4—Tommy Rich; 5—Bill Dundee; 6—I.C ke; 7—Scuffin' Hillbilly: B—Wolfe 


0 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


7 


This was just too hard! We had been thinking about 
doing this for months, and now we have finally done it. We 
have eliminated the Most Popular and Most Hated rankings 
from our ratings pages. During the last year or so, especial- 
ly, those lists became increasingly irrelevant because there 
were no longer clear-cut distinctions as to where many 
wrestlers belonged. Some examples: 


Shawn Michaels was clearly a 
fan favorite during his entire first 
reign as WWF World champion, 
but on the night he lost the title to 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious (at last 
year’s Survivor Series), he was 
booed by almost the entire crowd at 
Madison Square Garden. Why? 
We’re not quite sure, but after hear- 
ing that reaction, we weren’t sure if 
he belonged in the Most Popular or 
the Most Hated rankings. On some 
subsequent cards, he was booed, 
while on others, he was cheered. Very confusing. 

Rie Flair has been mostly cheered by fans during the 
past few years even though he and the rest of The Four 
Horsemen have been rulebreakers. Amazingly, Flair got 
cheered quite a bit during his feud with then-fan favorite 
Randy Savage a few years ago—even after he attacked 
Savage's father, Angelo Poffo. What do we do about the 
“Nature Boy,” the man who in the eyes of many fans sim- 
ply cannot do any wrong? 

Steve Austin was cheered by a lot of people even before 
his arch-rival, Bret Hart, turned rulebreaker. As far as 
we’re concerned (and as far as “Stone-Cold” himself is con- 
cerned), he never has made the switch to true fan favorite 
(he never changed his tactics, at least), but he continues to 
get more and more popular. 

During his last few years as a fan favorite, Hulk Hogan 
got booed by a lot of fans, Remember the heated feud he had 
with Big Van Vader in late-1994 and 1995? A lot of people 
were rooting for Vader, one of the nastiest, most brutal rule- 
breakers in the entire world, to do serious damage to the 
“Hulkster.” Did Hogan belong on the Most Popular list then? 
What about Most Hated? Both perhaps? 

Former WWF Intercontinental champ Rocky Maivia is 


Shawn Michaels 


i= 
ale = 


about as honorable and clean-cut as wrestlers come these 
days, but he gets booed a lot, It just doesn’t seem right for 
us to put him on the Most Hated list, though. 

We kept wrestlers affiliated with the NWO such as 
Keyin Nash, Scott Hall, and Syxx 
on the Most Hated list even though 
they have heard quite a few cheers 
in arenas around the country since 
they formed their renegade anti- 
WCW organization last summer. 

It’s no coincidence that within 
the span of about nine months, 
both Hogan and Bret Hart, two of 
the greatest pure fan favorites who 
ever lived, lashed out at fans for 
booing them and no longer accept- 
ing them as true heroes. The truth 
of the matter is that fewer and fewer wrestling fans are 
identifying with the true good guys of the sport nowadays. 
They'd rather cheer the renegades, the “cool guys” with bad 
attitudes. 

So, since the line between fan favorites and rulebreakers 
that used to be so distinct only a few years ago is now so 
blurred, we’re replacing the Most Popular and Most Hated 
rankings with ratings from EMLL, a promotion that features 
stars such as Negro Casas, Silver King, Dr. Wagner AS er 
former WCW cruiserweight and TV champion Ultimo 
Dragon, and many other greats, and Promo Azteca, a pro- 
motion featuring many of the Mexican stars you see regu- 
larly in WCW (Konnan, Rey Misterio Jr., Hector Garza, 
La Parka, and Psicosis, for example). 

Many of you have written to us to say how much you like 
having ratings for both New Japan and All-Japan in the mag- 
azine every month, so we thought it was time to give you a 
little more information on another wrestling hotbed, Mexico. 

That’s all for this month! We hope you like the “new 
look” of our ratings, and as always, we’re interested in what 
you think. Do you like seeing the rankings of these two 
Mexican promotions featured so prominently on our ratings 
pages every month? Is there anything else we could do to 
improve our ratings section? Let us know. Write to: 
“Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. | 
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TurnbucklewMien 


A Nostalgic Look at Pro Wrestling. This fan club is ior anvane Wp 
Wrestling. If you are a hardcore fan you will not wanttelmissiiais: 
a month. ; 


Florida Championship Wrestling has opened their Vail 
from the most historic wrestling promotion ever!! All 
Dusty Rhodes. 


from the 60's, 70's and 80's, 
by “The American dream", 


<. 


Florida Championship Wrestling along with RF Video, Inc., is offering an amazing {an club offer. We are releasing complete video 
tapes with the most amazing matches ever witnessed from Aorita Championship Wrestling. These tapes have been stored in a 


place known as the vault. Well the vault has been opened and now you, the wrestling fans can relive the memories of Florida 
Championship Wrestling. 


Florida Championship Wrestling was once the hot bed for Professional Wrestling. On these video tapes you will see stars such 
as Ric Hair, Dusty Rhodes, Barry Whindham, Terry Funk, Kevin Sullivan, Woman, BJ Mulligan, Rick Rude, Lex Luger, Great Muta, 
Roddy Piper, Ron Bass, Purple Haze, Superstar Billy Graham, Bill Watts, Mike Rotunda, Dory Funk Jr, Mike Graham, Hector 
Guerreo, Bob Roop, Boh Backland, Jesse Barr, Fabulous Ones, Road Warriors and much much more. 


THIS IS WHAT YOU GET IF YOU JOIN THE 
DREAMS TURNBUCKLE Memory, 1 YeEaR FAN CLus!!!1! 


+ Every. month for one year you will yet a brand new video t 
offer some of the most classic matches and interviews fro 


ape hosted by the American Dream. Dusty Rhodes himself. It will 
m Florida Championship Wrestling history. The quality is perfect. 


» Dusty Rhodes will also have a interview segment called "For Your Ears Only", where he talks about the behind the scenes 
secrets that were going on around the time of the tape. If you would like to learn more about the insides of the wrestling 
business you will not want to miss what Dusty, has to Say, 


» You will get a 8 x 10 photograph for free with every video tape you receive in the mail. These 
pictures are collectors items. If you like photos you will want to join just for the free photos. 
These were the actual photos that these wrestlers used when trying to get 
into Florida Championship Wrestling. 


@} * You will get a welcoming letter into the Dreams Turnbuckles Memories, Fan Club from Dusty 
Rhodes and Mike Graham. 

Don't miss this amazing one time offer to watch the greatest wrestling matches ever. You will see 

Kevin Sullivan doing what he does best, you will see blood baths. bullrope matches, cage matches Senda check or money 


and much more exciting action from Florida Championship Wrestling. Let Dusty Rhodes take you order or credit card # to 
on a ride you will never forget. RF Video 


: ; PO Box 797 
Here is how to Join the Fanclubti!! 


! Langhorne, PA 19053 
For an amazing low price of only $240.00 you get all of this for one year! or call (215) 949-8989 


For Phone Credit card orders Call 215*°949°9502 
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be young and ae i you 
execute it properly. 
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top rope here, anc fortu- 

when he came down, 
Cheet 1 Master and Lance 
Diamond, his opponents in this” 
NWA triangle match, were still in. 
his path. If they hadn’t been, 
Reckless Youth would have Apaf 
Ailing Youth. 
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Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The 196-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


Subscribe to PWI today and receive ... 

® 13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

* Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

© Four special expanded editions, including the 100-page 
“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PW1 500” 

* Guaranteed delivery right to your home 

® And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PW! FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” ... 
Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top 
Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
sport's top stars .. . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports” ...““Time Capsules” ...And don't forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. 


“\ 


SAVE UP TO 25%!! 

(Please check one) 

Wes: | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


| |am enclosing $33.85 for a 13-issue subscription—a 20% 
savings off the newsstand price! 


L] | am enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 


| wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 


[J | would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 


Please indicate method of payment: 
(_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 


C) 


L) VISA # 
[_] MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: /___ 


MO/YR 


Signature: 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
PRO. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY STATE. ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail). International 
money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. 


PME Pht GLMAMAE 
FREE WITH 
YOUR PAID 

SUBSCRIPTION! 


4476/02-97 
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ILLUSTRAT 


- When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


FF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phonesi 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
"$2.49, Cost per minute in the United Kingdompis! HOOK 

Kids, get. yoursparénts permission. — 

BGM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 


4450/02-97 


